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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p 390. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 





Samples. 
Date. [Page. 





Monazite sand, manganese ore, cocoa, coffee, rubber, 376 
whale-oil, rosewood, carnauba wax and coquilho nuts | }22nd Aug., 1907 }3sa 
from the State of Bahia ... ind oad ‘on eee 383 

Cotton goods sold in Uskub.. ean ous one oasit Da - 230 

Rafia wax from Madagascar .. oon | 4th J uly, 39 

Silk produced by improved methods ‘at Hochou on ont = 99 os 34 

** Pochote”’ fibre, cleaned, from Mexico ... - wt . » 34 

Angola root rubber, and Pungo Andongo rubber . oe -. | 27th June, _,, 621 

Sardines canned at Nagasaki és ine ~~ S = - 575 

Bark, also pine-apple fibre, from Inhambane cee | 13th ,, ” 525 

Silk and cocoons from Persia dee ads ee ide Sine », }455-9 

Cotton cloth sold in Albania.. Se - oe oan ~- de - 472 

Straw hats, for native wear, sold in China sal ee | 9th May, _,, 257 

Olive oil produced in South Australia oon ons cool «@ in i. 278 

Italian textiles sold in Egypt jes 2nd_s,, - 234 

A substance somewhat similar to Lrish Moss, made i in J apan 25th April, __,, 189 

Cotton seed and rubber from Angola bon ane os) See - 140 

Soap sold in Cuba a ons te _ «at See “ 59 

Cotton grown in Asiatic Turkey ode eon . | 24th Jan, _,, 193 

Woollen and Worsted Yarns in demand in J apan . wine « a 139 

Sundry articles made of artificial rubber in Sweden ...| 10th - - 84 

Fish Skin from Sicily .. ein ose sins _ “Ff oe 35 

Vegetable Fat from Guatemala _ ... | 27th Dec., 1906 | 625 

Guayule Rubber, raw and manufactured, from Mexico coc | SOs * 575 

Sundry fibres from Mexico ... soe ose ose .. | 15th Nov., _,, 325 

Hosiery Yarn from Mexico ... eae tine — one - - - 325 

Vegetable Fibres from Chungking .. eo oo. | Ist " - 225° 

Sweaters, of German make, used by ‘the Chinese .. ooo | Lith Oct., ,, 56 

Japanese Paper, Flannelette and Cottons sold in Corea oe | 13th Sept. __,, 512 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 


on p. 391. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


‘The Secretary of State for War is. prepared to receive tenders for 
Food Supplies to the supply of :—1. Bread and flour; 2. Meat; 
ona et woe 8. Milk; 4. Bacon, butter and cheese; 5. Fruit 
Royal Milita and vegetables; 6. Potatoes; 7. Groceries; for 
School art the use of the Duke of York’s Royal Military 
, School, at Chelsea, during a period of six 
months from Ist October, 1907. Forms of tender and conditions 
of contract may be obtained on application at the War Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., by letter, or in person, between the hours of 10 
and 4 o’clock, and no tender will be entertained unless made upon 
the form so obtained. Any enquiries as to the method of delivery, 
approximate quantities, &c., should be made at the Duke of York’s 
Royal Military School, Chelsea. The tenders are to be delivered at 
the War Office, Whitehall, $.W., by noon on the 2nd September. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 

tenders for the supply of Bottles. The condi- 

Bottles. tions of contract may be obtained on application 

to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 

Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 

2 p.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd September, 1907, after which time no 
tender will be received. 

A copy of the conditions may be seen on application at the 

Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 


hall Street, E.C. 





CANADA, 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 

Rimeeseates Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 

oe London, §.W., whence further information 
payee. regarding them may be obtained:— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm of manufacturers’ and buying agents having an 
established connexion in the Far East and in South Africa are 
desirous of getting into communication with Canadian manufac- 
turers, with the object of increasing their business with the 
Dominion. 

The representative of a West of England firm manufacturing 
bricks is shortly going to Canada, and is desirous of placing these 
goods on the Canadian market. 

A Liverpool firm wish to get into touch with Canadian ex- 
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Openings for British Trade. 





CANADA—continued. 


porters of hay—both long and chopped—packed in bales of about 
34 ft. by 2 ft. by 2 ft. and 1 to 14 cwt. 

A London firm are desirous of securing a reliable Canadian 
agent or traveller for the sale of English brass foundry goods in the 
Dominion. 

An English firm in touch with merchants, large stores and 
manufacturers in connexion with the fruit trades are desirous of 
getting into communication with growers and exporters of all 
kinds of fruits, both fresh and preserved, in Canada. 

An English firm of cyder manufacturers wish to get into touch 
with Canadian exporters of apples. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 
A firm in the Maritime Provinces of Canada make enquiry as to 
the openings in Great Britain for Canadian creamery butter of the 
best quality. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg, possessing a staff of tra- 
vellers trading between Fort William and the Pacific Coast, is 
prepared to undertake a few additional agencies in hardware and 
metal goods. 

A general sales agent in Hamilton is prepared to represent 
United Kingdom houses selling goods of interest to wholesale 
druggists such as chemicals, oils, soaps, &c., also goods dealt with 
by wholesale grocers such as olive oil, spices, teas, fruits, nuts, 
molasses, &c.; and, further, glues, sulphurs, and tin plates. 


Note——Tor further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Officer representing the Commonwealth of Australia in London 
states that he has been advised by the Post- 
master-General of Australia that it is the 
intention to provide in the forthcoming 
estimates for two motors for local use by the Post Offices in Sydney 
and Melbourne, and one in each of the other State Capitals, and when 
tenders for mail conveyance are next invited, to give preference to 
those tenders which provide for the use of motors. It is also 


Motor Vans for 
Mail Service. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—cox tinued. 


probable that the term of contracts providing for motor conveyances 
will be extended beyond the usual period of three years. 

The Postmaster-General will be pleased to receive representations 
from any persons interested in the matter. 


The Board of Trade Correspondent at Melbourne (Mr. Max Hirsch) 
has forwarded copies of the specifications relat- 
Telephone . : 
Material, ing to the following contracts open to tender :— 
(1) The supply of eleven sections of branch- 
ing system metallic switchboard, in accordance with Victorian 
Specification No. 146 ; 

(2) The supply of eleven sections of a common battery switch- 
board and 3,000 subscribers’ telephones and other apparatus in 
accordance with Victorian Specification No. 148. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Deputy Postmaster-General at 
Melbourne by the 8th October next in the case of (1) and by noon 
on the 7th January, 1908, in the case of (2). 

The specifications may be seen by British manufacturers at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. Copies may be obtained at the 
Australian Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria Street, 
S.W., where also preliminary deposits on tenders may be made. 





NORTHERN TERRITORIES OF THE GOLD COAST: 


The report for 1906 on the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast, 
tied recently issued by the Colonial Office, states 
Seiad that with the spread of Mahommedanism there 
is a growing demand for white baft, green 
fezzes, purple and green cloth, brass kettles, and Mahommedan 
prayer beads. Apart from these the greatest demand is for looking- 
glasses, combs, beads, good pieces of coloured silk and velvet, good 
cloth printed both sides, enamelled basins, needles, reels of cotton, 
sewing-machines, fishhooks, handkerchiefs, and enamel ware. 

It is remarked that the removal of headquarters to the more 
central position of Tamale, situated as it is in the midst of a very 
thickly-populated country, should do much to stimulate a trade 
demand in a new country for European goods. ‘Tamale, from its 
position, will gradually form a big distributing centre for the 
whole country. (Colonial Reports, Annual, 530.) 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian War Department invite tenders for the supply of 

ee brass and iron harness and saddlery fittings. 
Saddlery Fitti Full particulars may be obtained from their 
iw Agent, Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, 
R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 
S.W., to whom tenders are to be sent by the 26th September, to- 
remain open for thirty days after that date. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





EGY PT—continued. 
The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel” of 5th August announces that 
tenders are invited by the Ports and Lighthouses 
Day Beacons. Administration, up to the 30th September, for 
the supply of two day beacons required for the 
Great Pass. ‘Tenders on stamped paper of 30 milliémes (obtainable 
from Lt.-Col. Western as above) should be placed in double envelopes, 
the inner one marked ‘‘ Offer for the supply of two day beacons,” and 
the outside one addressed to the ‘‘ Director General of Ports and 
Lighthouses, Alexandria.” 
Specification, drawings and conditions of tender can be obtained 
from the Ports and Lighthouses Administration, Arsenal (Stores 
Dept.), Alexandria. 





SWEDEN. 
H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) has forwarded a 


copy of the “ program” issued with reference 


Competitions for +", new bridge in Stockholm, for which 


Designs for new designs and plans are invited, Prizes of 


Bridge. 7,000 kr., 4,000 kr., and 300 kr. are offered. 
The bridge is an important one owing to its situation as an 
approach to the new Houses of Parliament and to the State Bank ; 
it is estimated to cost over 20,0001. Sketches, drawings, photo- 
graphs, &c., to assist an architect in forming an idea of the place, 
may be obtained from “Stockholms Stads-byggnadskontor” by 
paying 26 kr. 

Designs, in sealed envelopes, bearing a motto and marked 
‘‘Taflingsforslag till bro ofver Norrstrom ” must be delivered to 
‘‘ Dratselnamndens registrator, kansli, No. 2 Stora Nygatan, 
Stockholm, Sweden,” not later than 3 p.m. on 15th December, 
1907. The designs must be accompanied by two envelopes bearing 
the competitor’s motto, one containing his name (which is opened 
only in case the designs receive a prize or are purchased) and the 
other an address to which the designs are to be returned. 

The “ program” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

NotTe.—18 kr, = ll. 


H.M. Consul reports that tenders are invited for the supply to 
, . the Army of 258,000 tina of compressed rations 
samen -Retiens: (consisting of meat, vegetables, groats and milk 
Cheessate, powder) and 90,100 slabs of chocolate of 50 
grammes each, and will be received up to midday on the loth 
September at Armens_ Intendenturférrad, Skeppsholmen, 
Stockholm. 
Samples of the tinned rations and a draft contract form, for- 
warded by H.M. Consul, may be examined by British merchants 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


..—_ ——----—— 
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Openings for British Trade. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” (Brussels) of 16th August 
Bridge contains a copy of a notice inviting tenders for 
scaineniities the replacing of a double draw-bridge (pont- 
levis) at Harlem, by a metallic bascule draw- 

bridge (pont a@ bascule), together with the accessory works. 
The estimated cost is 43,000 florins (about 3,580/.). Tenders 
must be sent in to the Provincial Administration, Harlem, before 

oth September. 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” of 10th August contains a notice to 
the effect that the ‘ Société Nationale des 
Chemins de fer Vicinaux”’ invites tenders for 
the construction of (1) a section of the line 
from Quaregnon to Quévy and (2) a section of the line from Mons 
to Quévy. 

The estimated cost is 107,100 francs (about 4,284/.). A deposit 
of 11,000 francs (about 440/.) is necessary to qualify any tender. 
Tenders, addressed to the Director-General of the Company, 14, 
Rue de la Science, Brussels, will be received not later than 10th 
September. Plans, specifications, &c., may be inspected at the 
offices of the Company, as above. The price of the specification 
(cahier des charges) is 1 franc. 


Railway 
Construction. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “ Feuille Fédérale Suisse” of 14th August contains a notice 
inviting tenders for the supply of various 
articles of military equipment, to be made after 
specific models which may be obtained from 
the Administration Fédérale du Matériel de la Guerre, Berne. 
Tenders must be sent in before the 1st September. 

The ‘ Feuille,” containing a list of the articles required, may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Military 
Equipment. 





PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA: 


The British Vice-Consul at Inhambane (Mr. J. E. B. Horsfall) 
writes that in view of the enormous possibilities 


he yn: Ao in growing various kinds of produce in that 
willing to take district, he would like to get into communica- 
up Cultivation of tion with any firms or persons willing to take 
Semmeeniiel up the cultivation of rubber, ramie, agave- 
Products in sisal, cotton, pineapple fibre, ‘cocoanuts, and 


sugar cane. 
Inhambane. 8 
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SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 8th August contains a copy of a 
Water Supply notice to the effect that the Ayuntamiento 
Works constitucional, of Guadalajara, invite tenders for 
improving the water supply of that town. 
Tenders will be received up till 16th September at the Registro 
especial de la Secretaria del Ayuntamiento de Guadalajara. The 
estimated cost is 414,957 pesetas (about 14,433/.). .A deposit of 
20,748 pesetas (about 722/.), to be raised by the successful con- 
tractor to 5 per cent. of the sum named in the tender, is required, 
and local representation is necessary to qualify any tender. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta ” of 18th August contains a copy of a decree granting 
Railway a concession to the Nueva Sociedad de las 

PAS pe nS minas del Horcajo for the construction of a 

: private railway for the conveyance of ore, &c., 

between Conquista (Cérdoba) and the Horcajo mines (Ciudad Real). 


The “ Gaceta” of 14th August contains a notice inviting tenders 
for the electric tramway concession, called Oeste 
de Barcelona, on terms more favourable to the 
Government than those presented by Don 
Manuel Crusat Decrey. Tenders will be received at the Direccién 
general de Obras piblicas, Madrid, during the space of one month 
from the date of publication of the notice. 


Tramway 
Concession. 


The ‘‘Gaceta” of 15th August contains a copy of a decree grant- 
ing the concession for the construction of an 
electric tramway in San Sebastidén to the 
Compajiia del Tranvia de San Sebastian. 


Electric 
Tramway Plant. 


The ‘‘ Gacetas” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





ITALY. 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 10th August contains a notice to the 
effect that the Direzione Generale Delle Ferrovie 
Dello Stato invite tenders for the construction 
of the section of the Ventimiglia-Cuneo line 
from Ventimiglia to Bevera (about 3,900 metres). The estimated 
cost is 947,000 lire (about 37,900/.). ‘Tenders must be sent to the 
Direzione Generale (servizio 1.), Via Boncompagni, 30, Rome, before 
18th September. A deposit of 47,500 lire (about 1,900/.) to be 
raised by the successful contractor to 95,000 lire (about 3,8001.) is 
necessary to qualify any tender. 


Railway 
Construction. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The Austrian “ Zentral Anzeiger” of 11th August announces that 
the Royal Imperial Staatsbahndirection at 
a Olmiitz invite tenders for the supply of (1) cast- 
>“ jron fittings; (2) copper and tin wares; (3) 
parts of locomotive engines, couplings, hooks, &c.; (4) metals and 
metal goods. 
The conditions of contract and a description of the articles 
required may be had at the Staatsbahndirection, Olmiitz. Tenders 
must be sent in before 20th September. 


The same “ Anzeiger” contains a notice to the effect that the Royal 
Imperial Staatsbahndirection at Pilsen invite 
Pent Ediees tenders for the supply and erection of a steam 
Boiler. &c pump, a tank-house boiler, &c. Tenders must 

"rot be sent in before 3rd October to the Staatsbahn- 


direction, Pilsen, where further details may be obtained. 


Steam Pump, 





PERSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Mohammerah (Mr. W. McDouall) reports that 
ieee Sie there appears to be an increasing trade there in 
Goods enamelled iron goods, especially bowls of dif- 
ferent sizes, plates and teapots. They have 
taken the place of wooden bowls formerly used by nomads, and are 
also competing with earthenware. These goods in Mohammerah 
are principally of Austro-Hungarian make. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,885.) 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial ” of Mexico of 27th July contains a modification 
of the contract entered into by the Mexican 
Government and Sefior G. C. Palmer for the 
construction of a railway from Chalchihuites to 
Durango (see “Board of Trade Journal” of 8th November, 1906, 
page 247), viz., that the concessionaire must begin the survey 
within two months of the date of publication of this notice in 
the ‘“ Diario.” The other modifications relate to the technical 
conditions of the contract. 


Railway 
Construction. 


The ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of 29th July contains a copy of a decree 
changing the terms of the contract entered into by the Mexican 
Government with Senor G. C. Palmer for the construction 
of railways in the Province of Zacatecas (see ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 17th May, 1906, p. 303), as follows :— 

Article 1.—Sefior Palmer is granted the concession to construct 
the following lines :— 
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MEXICO—continued., 

(1) From a convenient point between Gutiérez and Canitas on 
the Central Railway of Mexico or near one or the other to 
Sombrerete. 

(2) From Sombrerete or a convenient point on the above line to 
Chalchihuites or its immediate neighbourhood. 

Article 2.—The concessionaire shall begin the survey of line (J) 
two months from the date of publication of the contract, and of 
line (2) six months from the same date. 

Of line (1) 50 kilometres are to be finished within eighteen 
months from the date of publication, and line (2) is to be finished 
within four years of the same date. 

Article 3.-— Electric or steam traction may be used. 

The other alterations relate to the technical conditions of the 
contract. 


The “ Diarios” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) has forwarded an 
extract from a recent issue of the ‘“ Mexican 
Gas Engines. Herald” stating that a Mining and Smelting 
Company at Magistral, Santa Maria del Oro, 
Durango, has completed its central power plant, consisting of two 
gas engines of 360 horse-power each, one horizontal gas engine of 
190 horse-power, three 400 horse-power gas producers, and one 
200 horse-power automatic gas producer. Mr. Jerome remarks 
that gas engines are coming into favour in Mexico. For a long 
time there was no demand for them, but he has been told by many 
power users that, notwithstanding the altitude, they are giving 
better results than can be obtained by steam. 


The British Vice-Consul at Ensenada (Mr. J. H. Packard) reports 
that there is an opening in Lower California for 
British manufactures of all classes of calicoes, 
cottons, silks, woollens and ready-made clothing. 
He states also that liquors have a great sale, and 
that there is ‘an opportunity to place on the market enamelled 
ware, tinware, china of the cheaper grades, glassware, and a few of 
the best jams, jellies and preserves. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,888.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Salina Cruz (Mr. W. S. Buchanan) 
reports that in his opinion there is a good 











Articles in 
Demand in 
Lower California. 


Wh ret re “ opening there for a coal depdét: all vessels that 
"Sesame 0 now coal at Acapulco would go to Salina Cruz 


for that purpose if a coal depot were established 
there. He also is of opinion that Salina Cruz would be a good 
place for some firm to establish a wholesale commercial house 
for supplying the Mexican Pacific coast trade. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3.888.) 
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CHILE. 


Projected See notice on p. 372. 


Port Works. 





BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia (Mr. D. R. O’Sullivan-Beare) reports that 
Plant and the Federal Government of Brazil have granted 

Material for to “La Compagnie Concessionaire du Port et des 
Harbour Works Docks de Bahia” the right to construct at Bahia 

" orks. avery extensive system of harbour works, and 
to exploit the same until the year 1972, when the undertaking 
will revert to the Union. The projected scheme includes the 
construction of breakwaters, quays, carriage roads along the 
quays, warehouses, depéts, &c. Additional works will consist 
of two rectilineal breakwaters. One of these breakwaters will be 
325 metres in length; it will start from the southern extremity 
of the marine arsenal, and will be surmounted by a lighthouse 
furnished with a revolving light. The other breakwater will be 
915 metres in length. Behind the shelter of these breakwaters 
will be constructed two quays, one of which, 658 metres in 
length, with a depth of 6°5 metres of water alongside, will be 
used by vessels of small tonnage. ‘The second quay, 1,342 metres 
in length, with a depth of 9°5 metres of water alongside, will be 
used by ocean-going vessels. 

It is announced that the actual work of construction in con- 
nexion with the proposed scheme is about to be commenced, and 
it is estimated that the entire project will be completed within a 
period of six years. (Fvreign Office, Annual Series, 3,901.) 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The * Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 13th July contains a copy 
of a Decree granting a concession to Sefior 
Emilio A. Carrasco for the construction of a 
railway, starting from a point on the Central 
Norte Railway in the valley of Lerma, passing through the 
Quebrada del Toro and ending on the Chilian frontier at 
Haitiquina. 

The ‘“Boletin” of 15th July contains a copy of a Decree 
granting a concession to Messrs. Lavends, Pali and Company for 
the construction of a railway from Cejas to Antilla at the 
estimated cost of 1,799,048 dols. (about 359,800/.). 


Railway 
Concession. 





GUATEMALA. 


See notice on p. 373 as to new lines projected in connexion with 
the Pan-American Railway system, on 


Railway Construction. completion of the Guatemala Railway. 
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SAMOA. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Apia (Mr. T. Trood) has 
forwarded the following particulars of possible 


Articles in 
Demand. 


a large sale; so does galvanised roofing iron. 


openings for British trade in Samoa :-— 
Barbed fencing wire, 4 and 2-barb, commands 


Paints in 5, 14 and 


28-lb. tins and paint oil, raw and boiled, in drums holding 5 and 


6 gallons each, have a large consumption. 


Wire netting 


3, 4 and 6 feet wide is always in moderate demand. Lamps, 


retailing 


Germany, find constant sale. 
basins, plates, cups and saucers, &c.—sells well. 


at Qs. 


and As. 


each, 


coming 
Enamelled ware—buckets, jugs, 


from America and 


Butchers’ knives, 


5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18 inches, are an important article of 


island trade. 
each, is a staple article. 
found in almost every native house: the retail 
Portland cement is in great consumption. 


The American pattern “ boy’s ” axe, retailing at 4s. 
Hand sewing-machines (not treadle) are 


price is about 31. 
Salmon, in 1-lb. tins, 


is largely used. Biscuit, in 32 and 45-lb. tins, is imported from 


Auckland, Sydney and California. 


Kerosene, in four-gallon tins, 


is one of the principal imports, mostly from the United States, 
either direct or vid Sydney and Auckland. Salt and corned beef, 


in 40 and 50-lb. kegs, is largely imported, almost entirely 


Auckland. 


market in Samoa. 


from 


Soap, in 56 and 112-lb. boxes, is supplied from both 
Sydney and Auckland. 


Longcloth, 


Drapery of every description finds a 
prints, umbrellas, shawls, ready- 


made clothing, &c., from Sydney, Auckland, Germany, and now in 
a small way direct from British houses, form the staple goods in 


every store. 
See also under British Trade Abroad, p. 356. 





COREA: 


H.M. Consul at Chemulpo (Mr. A. H. Lay) reports that Corea now 
possesses a railway system of some 600 miles; 


Railway 
Material. 


railways will be about 2,250,000. 


new lines are being 


laid down and others 


projected. For the next four years it is esti- 
mated that the expenditure upon construction and improvement of 


The effect of the decision to 


nationalise the principal railways in Japan extended to Corea, the 
railways becoming Japanese Government property, and being 
placed under the control of a bureau in the Residency-General in 


Seoul in 1906. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,380.) 
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EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have been notified that the 6th International 
Motor Exhibition of the Society of Motor 


ao eg Manufacturers and Traders, Limited, will take 
Exhibition. place at Olympia, Kensington, S.W., from 


November 11th to November 23rd (inclusive). 
Further information may be obtained at the Offices of the 
Society, Maxwell House, Arundel Street, Strand, W.C, 





AUSTRIA—HUNGARY,. 


The Acting British Corsul at Trieste (Mr. N. Salvari) reports an 
announcement by the ‘Trieste Commercial 
Museum to the effect that a floating sample 
exhibition will be inaugurated towards the end 
of this year by the new line between Trieste 
and Argentina, instituted by the Trieste 
‘‘ Austro-Americana” Steamship Company, and subsidised by the 
Austrian Government. The Vienna Commercial Museum is work- 
ing with great energy to favour the exportation of products of 
Austrian industry to Argentina, and Trieste is co-operating. The 
Trieste Commercial Museum made an arrangement with the 
‘“ Austro-Americana” Company to reserve a space on board their 
vessels going to Argentina in which samples of all commercial 
goods suitable for that country will be exhibited. A Directory (in 
Spanish) including all Austrian firms having an interest in expor- 
tation to Argentina will be compiled. 


Floating Sample 
Exhibition on 
New SS. Line to 
Argentina. 





CAUTIONS TO BRITISH TRADERS (RUSSIA AND 
TURKEY.) 


Information has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade relating to (1) a company in 
St. Petersburg dealing in manganese ore from the Caucasus, and 
(2) to a person in Constantinople who is in the habit of addressing 
British firms and proposing himself as a commission agent. 
Further details will be communicated in confidence to British 
traders who may apply personally at the offices of the Branch 
at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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CENSUS OF PRODUCTION. 


The first meeting of the Special Advisory Committee for the 
Coal Mining Industry was held on the 15th inst. at the Board of 
Trade. Therd were present Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B. (in the 
chair), Mr. F. J. Jones, Mr. R. Baird, Mr. W. S. Barrett, Mr. G. 
J. Binns, Mr. Gascoigne Dalziel, Mr. R. Guthrie, and Mr. T. 
Ratcliffe Ellis representing the Mining Association of Great 
Britain; Mr. Malcolm Delevigne and Mr. W. A. Atkinson repre- 
senting the Home Office; Prof. S. J. Chapman, Mr. G. J. Stanley, 
C.M.G., and Mr. H. W. Macrosty. 





RAILWAY EMPLOYMENT (PREVENTION OF 
ACCIDENTS) ACT, 1900. 


The Board of Trade give notice, pursuant to Section 2 (1) of 
the above-mentioned Act, that they propose to make a Rule with 
respect to the subject of brake levers on both sides of w aggons, 
being the first of the matters specified in the Schedule to the 
above Act, 

Copies of the draft Rule may be obtained at the Offices of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8. W. 

Any objection or suggestion made with respect to the draft 
Rule by or on beha'lf of persons affected must be lodged witli the 
Board of Trade within five weeks from the 19th August, 1907. 





FAIR WAGES COMMITTEE. 


The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have 
appointed a committee to consider the working of the Fair Wages 
Resolution of the House of Commons of 1891 as embodied in 
Government contracts, and to report whether any administrative 
changes are desirable in order to enable the objects of the 
Resolution to be more effectually attained. The members of the 
committee are: Sir G. H. Murray, secretary to the Treasury 
(chairman); Mr. H. D. De la Bere, C.B., Assistant-Director of 
Army Finance, War Office; Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B., Comptroller- 
General, Commercial, Labour, and Statistical Department of the 
Board of Trade; Mr. A. F. King, Second Secretary, General Post 
Office; Mr. F. W. Black, Director of Contracts, Admiralty ; Mr. 
R. Bailey, M.V.O., Controller of H.M. Stationery Office ; and Mr. 
J. B. Westcott, M.V.O., H.M. Office of Works. Mr. J. J. Wills, 
of the Board of Trade, will act as Secretary. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Morocco.—H.M. Legation at Tangier, in reporting on the foreign 
trade of Morocco, point out that French trade is much increased by 
the passage of goods across the Algerian frontier, and has continued 
to develop notwithstanding the boycott enforced by the southern 
tribes which cuts off all trade with the Tafilet oasis and neighbour- 
ing districts. H.M. Legation remark that this trade route to 
Morocco is one to which British merchants interested in the 
Morocco trade should turn their attention, for there can be no 
doubt that it will gradually tap all the trade of Southern and 
Eastern Morocco. Special facilities have, under the Anglo-french 
agreement, been secured to British trade in regard to the use of 
this route, and merchants should take advantage of it. 

“The Germans and French [according to H.M. Legation] are 
making every effort to foster their trade by sending larger vessels 
to the Moorish ports and establishing more frequent regular 
communications by sea with this country. Some of these 
steamers are subsidised by their Governments, and it is a question 
whether even thus the companies are not out of pocket by the 
service; there can, however, be no doubt that an incentive 
is given to French and German trade by the greater shipping 
facilities, and it is doubtless expected that the shipping companies 
will reap their profits in the end. 

‘“‘ France, Germany, Spain, Austria-Hungary, Belgium and other 
countries are all making great efforts to push their trade and 
industries in Morocco, and it behoves British manufacturers, 
merchants and others to make similar efforts to maintain, and, if 
possible, improve the position of British trade in this country. 
Harbour works are already in progress at Tangier and Dar-al-Baida, 
and will shortly be commenced at Laraiche and Saffi, whilst other 
public works for the benefit of commerce will be undertaken as 
funds become available. It may also be expected that the pro- 
visions of the General Act of Algeciras in regard to other works 
and industries will in due course be put into force, and that there 
will gradually be a great development of trade and shipping. This 
should be borne in mind by commercial houses, who should not 
regard merely the present total value of the trade in Morocco but 
its possibilities in the future. It is easier to maintain and improve 
a position already acquired than to regain one that has been lost, 
when a hold on the market has been obtained by others.” 


Bahia.—H.M. Consul at Bahia (Mr. D. R. O’Sullivan Beare) 
reports as follows with regard to British trade with that State :— 

“There is good reason to believe that the preponderance of 
the United Kingdom with regard to the import trade of Bahia 
has been steadily, if slowly, on the wane during several years 
past, while the trade of other nations—especially Germany—has 
been as steadily increasing during that period. The reasons for that 
condition of affairs are not far to seek. Bahia is a market which 
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demands mainly goods of a cheaper class than apparently British 
manufacturers care to supply. It is gratifying doubtless to the 
pride of British manufacturers to know that in this market—and 
throughout Brazil generally—British manufactures are accepted as 
being synonymous with good material and solid workmanship, and 
that British goods are recognised as constituting the standard of 
excellence, but the fact remains that buyers in Bahia elect 
in steadily increasing numbers year by year to spend their 
money upon the products of other countries, which products, if 
admittedly inferior to British goods in quality, are better suited to 
the means of purchasers out here by reason of their comparative 
cheapness, 

‘Not only is the demand in Bahia mainly for cheap goods, but 
local traders like to have the goods marked and put up in particular 
ways, and they will even pay extra to have their ideas in these 
matters duly carried out. German manufacturers spare no pains 
to comply with such desires of the local merchants. ‘They lay 
themselves out to study and to meet the exact requirements of this 
market. . 

“I take this opportunity of stating that catalogues printed 
in English, upon which catalogues, to judge from the number 
with which this Consulate is so abundantly favoured, British 
manufacturers largely rely as a means of securing trade in this 
market, are absolutely useless for such purpose. I doubt whether 
even catalogues printed in Portuguese are of much help in 
securing orders. The Brazilian trader is easy-going in his 
business methods, and will not be troubled to study catalogues 
of any kind. 

‘The only reliable way to secure orders in Bahia is by means 
of travelling salesmen, who must be smart at their work, well 
acquainted with local market requirements, and who must have a 
good knowledge of Portuguese. ‘These salesmen should call at 
regular intervals upon the local tradesmen and display to them an 
ample range of samples and of patterns. 

‘There are but few wholesale firms in Bahia, practically all the 
native houses being direct importers. Business is conducted here 
upon a basis of credit in one or two forms, namely ‘ open’ credits, 
which are running accounts payable at option of purchasers, and 
‘bank draft’ credits, in which documents for goods are delivered 
by the banks against acceptance of drafts at varying terms. ‘The 
most usual term is 90 days, discount being allowed in case of pay- 
ment being made before the maturing of the drafts. Such settle- 
ments in advance are frequently made when acceptors can secure 
advantage from such early payments owing to fluctuations in rate 
of exchange. 

‘“‘Tt is a somewhat difficult matter to obtain reliable information 
regarding the financial standing of firms in Bahia. There are in the 
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city of San Salvador two banks—the London and Brazilian Bank, 
Limited, and the British Bank of South America, Limited—to 
which enquiries may be addressed respecting the financial status of 
local firms. It must be remembered, however, that the banks in 
question can give little information in that connexion, save with 
reference to the promptness or otherwise with which any particular 
firm meets its drafts, and a local firm will take good care to meet 
such drafts promptly, if possible, so as to preserve its credit in the 
eyes of the banks, even though its financial status be far from sound. 

“In estimating the stability of a firm in Bahia, one can only 
judge from the volume of its business and from the manner in 
which it meets its drafts. It behoves home firms to exercise due 
caution in their dealings with local firms, especially when opening 
accounts with such firms for the first time.” (Foreign Office, 


Annual Series, 3,901.) 


Monterey {Mexico).—The British Vice-Consul at Monterey 
(Mr. J. B. Sanford) states that the best way to increase British 
trade in that district is by establishing British commercial houses 
there. At present the principal merchants are German, French, 
Spanish and American, and it is hardly to be expected that 
they will give any preference to British goods. Mr. Sanford 
is convinced that there is a splendid chance at Monterey for 
British merchants, and that houses dealing in crockery and 
glassware, saddlery, tailors’ cloth, hardware, cutlery, plated ware, 
guns, brushes, &c., would find a good market at remunerative 
prices. Mr. Sanford continues :— 

“Tt is noticeable that during the past five years the Mexican 
people here, even of the lowest class, demand a better quality of 
goods than they were formerly content with, and the quality now 
counts for as much as if not more than the price. Failing the 
establishment here of British merchants, I believe that trade 
could be increased through resident manufacturers’ agents, one 
man representing a dozen or more manufacturers, who would 
divide expenses. The agent would need to speak Spanish, be 
thoroughly posted regarding the goods made by his principals, 
and be kept advised of every changs in price, &c.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,888.) 


Samoa.—The Acting British Vice-Consul at Apia (Mr. T. Trood) 
reports with regard to British trade with ona that there are 
many difficulties in bringing goods at first hand from British 
houses, the principal of which is the great delay inseparable from 
this. Under the most favourable circumstances goods ordered 
from the United Kingdom cannot arrive in Samoa much before 
three or even four months from the date of the order. With 
hardware this matters little, but with drapery and many other 
articles it is almost a fatal obstacle. Again, commercial travellers 
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from Sydney and Auckland visit Samoa three or four times a year, 
and send down the goods ordered in three or four weeks from 
the date of the orders, thus practically shutting out the competition 
of home merchants in the leading items of trade, Further, there 
being no bank in Samoa, the goods are never paid for in bills for 
discount. The terms are five months from date of shipment, say 
10 days before their receipt in Samoa, without documents, the 
travellers taking care not to sell to any doubtful firms. Where 
the terms are extended 8 per cent. per annum is charged. But 
with tinned meat and keg beef the time is only 30 days. 


Ichang.—H.M. Consul at Ichang (Mr. H. A. Little) writes in 
his recent report to the Foreign Office :— 

‘« As, in spite of many warnings, catalogues in English of all sorts 
of goods for which there is no market continue to be sent to this 
Consulate, I would repeat that business in the interior of China 
cannot be done in that way. It would save time, trouble and 
expense if merchants would apply in the first instance to the Com- 
mercial Attaché at Shanghai for information and advice. The 
recent receipt of an elaborately illustrated catalogue of furniture 
has, however, suggested to me an idea which may possibly have 
something in it. British Consulates in China are entirely un- 
furnished, and officers have to provide everything. The distances 
to be covered being enormous, a single journey sometimes 
amounting to 2,000 miles or more, with five or six transhipments 
and transfers frequent, it will be readily understood that ordinary 
furniture does not last long. Now, it has occurred to me that if it 
were possible to make, at a moderate cost, steel furniture which 
would stand rough handling and yet be of attractive appearance, 
not only would British manufacturers be able to secure a consider- 
able business now in the hands of Chinese, but a great boon would 
also be conferred upon Consular officers and others similarly 
situated. To obtain the best results the bulky articles should be 
made in pieces so as to facilitate packing, or else constructed to 
hold the sma!l miscellaneous things required in housekeeping, so 
as to economise space, I estimate that the demand for a serviceable 
article of this description would run to at least 10,0001. within three 
years of its being put on the market. I shall be happy to give 
anyone willing to take up this idea the benefit of my advice and 
experience of local conditions.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


3,881.) 
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TRADE OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH 
POSSESSIONS. 


The following summary table has been prepared in the Board of 
Trade, showing the total imports and exports of merchandise of 
the principal countries for which the particulars can be given up to 
May, 1907, inclusive, and referring in all cases to the same 


period, viz., the five months ended May. 


figures for 1906 and 1905 are added for comparison :— 


The corresponding 





Imports (see Nore below). 


Exports (Domestic) (see Not 
below) 























Five Months ended May. Five Months ended May. 
) | 
1905. | 1906. | 1907. 1905. 1906. 1907. 
£ £ & £ £ £ 
ee 47,575,000 | 54,481,000 | 62,673,000 | 34,100,000 | 38,807,000 | 40,355,000 
82°583,000 | 96,539,000 | 105,552,000 | 76,816,000 | 84,572,000 | 91,146,000 
en L 16,586,000 | 16-756,000 | 15,733,000 | 14,291,000 | 14,570,000 | 14/568,000 
Austria-Hungary 37,901,000 | 42,473,000 | 39,996,000 | 33,495,000 | 38,728,000 | 37,792,000 
E t. od. 8,182,000 9,099,000 | 10,665,000 8,509,000 | 10,480,000 | 12,376,000 
Uni States... .- | 104,061,000 | 111,787,000 | 133,098,000 | 126,517,000 | 150,338,000 | 164,922,000 
Japan ... 24'271.000 | 19,320,000 | 22,828,000 | 12,057/000 | 14,745,000 | 16,503,000 
British India... 20,930,000 | 32,905,000 | 33,784,000 | 44,157,000 | 49,185,000 | 57,745,000 
Oanada ...| 20,679,000 | 24,279,000 | 30,677,000 | 10,868,000 | 15,428,000 14,545,000 
British S. Africa+ ....notavailable| 14,311,000 | 11,961,000 motavailable, 16,731,000 | 20,098,000 
United Kingdom 195,945,000 | 215,510,000 | 236,117,000 | 129,721,000 | 149,954,000 | 173,206,000 














* Value of principal articles only. 


+ Including bullion, 


A comparison of the total figures for six months ended 


30th June is possible for five countries, as follows, viz. :— 








Imports (see Nore). 


Exports (Domestic) (see Norr). 

















Six Months ended June. Six Months ended June. 
1905. 1906. 1907. 1905. | 1906. 1907. 
| 
£ £ | £ £ | £ £ 
Germany a .| 163,331,008 | 201,648,000 | 213,256,000 | 129,467,000 | 142,859,000 | 165,550,000 
Beigium* ne 56,895,000 64,087,000 68,593,000 41. 010, ,000 | 47, 373, 000 | 49,070,000 
France... = ...| 97,405,000 | 113,949,000 | 123,765,000 92,284, 000 | 100,957 "000 110,424,000 
United States ...| 122,904,000 | 132,783,000 | 156,538,000 | 151,263,000 | 175,957,000 | 193,015,000 
United Kingdom _...| 233,080,000 | 256,131,000 | 276,816,000 | 155,706,000 | 180,594,000 | 206,317,000 














* Value of principal articles only. 


NoTte.—In the case of Germany, Belgium, France, Austria- 
wen é Egypt, Japan, Canada, and United Kingdom, the import 
figures given in the above summaries represent imports for home 
In all cases the export figures are intended to 
In most cases, however, 


consumption. 


represent exports of domestic produce. 
they include a certain amount of ‘‘ nationalised” goods, 1.¢., goods 
originally imported for consumption, and which, if dutiable, have 


been charged with duty, but which are subsequently re-exported. 
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The latest figures available as regards other countries from 
which returns are received by the Board of Trade are as follow :— 











Imports. Exports (Domestic). 
1905. 1906. 1907, 1905. 1906. 1907. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 


Russia* (3 months)...| 12,667,000 | 15,771,000 | 16,751,000 | 19,369,000 | 20,177,090 | 17,849,000 
Switzerland (3 mths.)| 11,904,000 | 13,127,000 | 14,714,000 9,093,000 | 10,316,000 | 11,085,000 
Italy (4 months) ...| 25,181,000 | 32,429,000 | 38,945,000 | 20,153,000 | 24,661,000 | 23,972,000 
Mexicot (3 months) .| 4,386,000 6,811,000 6,221,000 5,438,000 7,250,000 6,898,000 
Australian Common- 

wealth+ (4 months) notavailable} 13,709,000 | 16,299,000 |notavailable| 22,441,000 | 24,197,000 


1904. 1905. 1906. 1904. 1905. 1906. 
Portugal (9 months)| 10,529,000 | 10,638,000 | 10,297,000 | 5,186,000 | 4,766,000 | 5,087,000 























* European, Russo-Finnish and Black Sea Frontiers. 
+ Including bullion and specie. 


For detailed particulars regarding the trade of the several 
countries, reference should be made to the “ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, including figures received up to 3lst July,” to 
be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter 
Lane, E.C. 





FERRO-SILICON. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Home Office the 
following Memorandum relative to the dangerous properties of 
ferro-silicon :— 

‘‘ Professor Cronquist, of Stockholm, who was instructed to 
investigate the causes of the death of four of the passengers on 
board the Swedish steamship ‘ Olaf Wijk,’ confirms the view that 
their death must be attributed to the gases given off by ferro- 
silicon contained in the hold under the cabins. 

‘“ High-grade ferro-silicon, although it has been known to 
chemists for many years, has only recently been prepared on a 
large scale for technical purposes; i.e., for adding to steel to in- 
crease the proportion of silicon; in steel rails about 0°5 per cent. 
of silicon is required in the finished steel, and in high silicon 
castings about 0°25 per cent. 

‘“‘Tt is made by heating together iron ore, quartz, coke and lime 
(as a flux) to an enormously high temperature in the electrical fur- 
nace ; the coke reduces the quartz and ore to silicon and metal, 
with the production of ferro-silicon containing up to 80 per cent. 
silicon. It is generally packed in iron drums or casks for export. 
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“ Certain kinds of ferro-silicon seem to be decomposed, or rather 
disintegrated into powder by the action of moist air; this appar- 
ently is not dependent on the proportion of silicon present, as 
specimens containing up to 80 per cent. silicon have been found to 
remain unchanged for weeks. 

‘‘Tts poisonous properties can be simply explained by the fact 
that it is liable to evolve phosphoretted and arseniuretted hydrogen 
in contact with moisture. The iron ore and quartz often contain 
phosphates, which, in presence of carbon, and at the high tem- 
perature of the electrical furnace, would no doubt be converted 
into phosphides, combining with the lime to form calcium phos- 
phide; in the same way any arsenic present would yield calcium 
arsenide. ‘These would be decomposed in presence of water and 
evolve phosphoretted and arseniuretted hydrogen, both of which 
possess powerful poisoning properties. 

“The explosions that have occasionally occurred are more 
difficult to explain, and various theories have been put forward to 
explain them. 

‘‘These properties of ferro-silicon indicate that considerable 
danger is connected with its transport, not only to persons on the 
ship, but to dock labourers engaged in unloading it at docks. 

‘“* Prima facie, it seems that the presence of moisture is the cause 
of the accidents, and every effort should be made to ensure that 
the material is in a dry condition when packed, and that there is 
no possibility of moisture gaining access to the receptacles con- 
taining it.” 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
JAPAN. 


Need for Registration of British Trade Marks. 


The Acting British Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at 
Tokio (Mr. Harrington) reports as follows with regard to the 
commercial and industrial devélopment of Japan :— 

‘¢ A very considerable industrial and commercial development of 
Japan in the future would not be a matter of surprise, but only the 
normal course of events. Doubtless the difficulties of over-rapid 
development, the growth of luxuries and the increased cost of 
living, with, possibly, other obstacles, will have to be met; but 
the net result will probably be a steady expansion all round. 
The development of resources and trade must be at the 
moment considered the chief aim of Japan, and is the principal 
reason for the desire for the introduction of foreign capital in the 
shape of loans or investments. Rapid development cannot take 
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place without considerable capital, and Japan seeks to develop in 
every direction. Railways, harbours and industries at home, 
railways and mines in Corea and Manchuria, shipping and trade 
are all receiving attention, and demand money, making the 
question of capital one of vital importance for the country. 
The matter is one of interest to British trade, because the main 
avenue of commercial expansion for Japan is in the direction of 
China and Corea. Her high tariff will, whenever necessary, secure 
to Japan much of the control of her own markets, and will place 
her in a favourable position to secure the major share of increased 
trade in those countries. Her geographical proximity, natural 
concentration of attention on Far Eastern Trade, numerous subjects 
resident in Far Eastern ports, Government encouragement, and, 
perhaps, in time, control of capital, will all contribute to give her 
traders very considerable advantages, and render specially necessary 
the conservation of such advantages of position, knowledge, aud 
reputation as British traders already possess, It is this probable 
future expansion of Japan in Far Eastern markets which renders 
such matters as trade-marks of prime importance. It may, 
perhaps, not be out of place to suggest that, even in the case of 
merchants interested only in China and Corea, registration of 
trade-marks in Japan may often serve a useful purpose. Priority 
of registration may, in any case, prove advantageous; while, 
whatever the solution of the trade-mark question in China may be, 
Japanese offenders will, in many instances, be more easily pursued 
in their own country. The difficulties arising from a Japanese 
having legally registered in Japan a trade-mark registered by a 
British merchant in the United Kingdom, and using the trade- 
mark simultaneously with his British competitor in China, would 


then be avoided.” (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,896.) 


In connexion with the foregoing, it may be noted that 
H.M. Embassy at Tokio have forwarded an extract from the 
“Japan Daily Herald” of 24th June giving the substance of a 
speech recently delivered by the Minister of Finance on the 
subject of the economic development of . Japan, which he described 
as being healthy during the first half of the current year. The 
agricultural prospects were favourable, and the accounts of the 
banks and other business companies during that period showed 
satisfactory results. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 19th July 
.»., last contains a copy of a Bill to prohibit the 
ae Muster export of ostriches and ostrich eggs. By the 
hihihiten ‘ea Bill under notice the ‘‘ Ostrich Export Duty 
Ostrich Eovs Act, 1884” (No. 24 of 1884) is to be repealed, 
S85. and the exportation of any ostrich or ostrich 
egg to any place beyond the limits of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope is to be unlawful. It is provided, however, that the 
prohibition shall not apply to the export of any ostrich or ostrich 
egg to any neighbouring Colony or State in which similar prohi- 
bition is enforced by legislation. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


With reference to the notices which appeared in the issues of the 
Se ea Board of Trade Journal” for the 25th April 
ect oea al and 13th June last, respecting the inspection 
+ Reed a of Canadian meats and canned foods the Board 
ited ob of Trade have now received a copy of an Order 
P Z in Council dated 10th July, 1907, further sus- 
Operation. pending until 3rd September, 1907, the opera- 
tion of sections 3 to 18 and 21 to 29 of the ‘“‘Meat and Canned 
Food Act.” 





SOUTH AFRICAN CUSTOMS UNION. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 23rd July last 

Sidhe contains a Customs Notice (No. 42), dated 18th 

a sag July, 1907, stating that the following articles 

having been found to contain less than 3 per 

cent. of proof spirit, the various parties to the South African 

Customs Union Convention have agreed that such articles be 
classified as follows :-— 





Rebate allowed 
upon Goods, the 
: produce or 
Articl Tariff Rate of manufacture of 
ee. No. | Import Duty.| the United 
Kingdom 
and reciprocating 
Colonies. 





Essence of rennet (Lazenby’s) . | 60 e ° 
Gripe water (Southall Bros. & Barclay’ 8) 53 25 Zadval.| 3% ad val. 
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SOUTHERN NIGERIA, 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office a copy 
I t Duti of an Ordinance (No. 16 of 1906) which pro- 
a vides, with effect from 22nd December, 1906, 


on Spirits. that the following rate of duty shall be levied 
on spirits imported into the Colony or Protectorate of Southern 
Nigeria :— 


On brandy, gin, rum, liqueurs, perfumes, medicated 
and miscellaneous spirits or strong waters, not being 
sweetened or mixed with any article so that the degree 
of strength cannot be ascertained by Tralles’ hydrometer, 
for every imperial gallon not exceeding a ——— of 
50 per centum by such hydrometer fas io 4. 

And for every degree or part of a degree in excess of a 
strength of 50 per centum by such hydrometer as afore- 
said, an additional duty per imperial gallon _... .. Ld 





FIJI. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Secretary, ¥iji, 
New Customs  ° °PY of an Ordinance (No. 8 of 1907) which 
Tariff was assented to by the Governor of the Colony 

on the 7th June last. 

The Ordinance repeals the ‘‘ Customs Duties Ordinance, 1898,” 
and the ‘‘ Oil Fuel Ordinance, 1900,” and at the same time provides 
for a new tariff of duties for various articles imported into the 
Colony of Fiji. The rates are for the most part similar to those 
previously in force, the following being the principal alterations 
effected :— 





Rates of Import Duty. 








Articles. 
Old Rates. New Rates. 
Anchors and chains, black or galvanized ... | 2s. 6d. per cwt. 3d. per Ib. 
Bags and sacks, 3 bushels and over ... da ies 3d. per doz. 
», under 3 bushels Free 


sens { 
Bicycles ne 21. each e 





Boots, shoes, slippers and goloshes of leather 
in whole or part (English sizes to be the 
standard) :— 
Children’s ... sal ~ ose oat 8d. per pair |} 123 % ad val. 
Girls’ and boys’ ... ose ove one 6d. - 
Women’s ... eee ise oon cos! BOR 
Men’s pon oot _ oe 2s. os 
Of indiarubber a sks ae bie 6d. ~ J 
Cordage and rope ose ove eee .. | 308. per ton d ib 
Marline and spunyarn . .. | ls. 6d. per cwt. 44. per Ib. 








Doors, sashes, shutters and venetian blinds.. 2s. per piece 124 °/, ad val, 
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FIJ[—continued. 





Rates of Import Duty. 














Articles. — 
Old Rates. New Rates. 
Drapery :— 
Sail canvas, Nos. 1 to 6 (British Nos.) ... Free. \ 
Cottons of all kinds, including articles 


made principally of cotton, in the piece, 
exceeding one yard in length, not 
exceeding 36 inches in width . 

Exceeding 36 inches and not exceeding 
72 inches in width eon 

Exceeding 72 inches and not exceeding 
108 inches in width ... eee 

For every additional 36 inches or portion 
thereof in width .. 

Undershirts, other shirts, blankets, rugs, 
and shawls, apparel and slops, and all 
materials composed wholly or in part 
of cotton, linen, silk, wool, jute, ramie, 


or other textile fabric vee — suis 
Firearms ... ae _ — _ “n 
Fireworks... ge ro soci abi 
Flour le wes sed aoe we 


Galvanized iron in bars, rods, sheets or 
corrugated 
Hats and caps. men’s and boys” of all kinds, 


and women’s untrimmed ... ube cee 
Iron, pig and scrap eee oes 
Jewellery eee eee ece 


Matches :— 
Wooden, in boxes containing under 100 


matches ... 
And for each additional 100 ‘or part 
thereof... one eee wl “ 
Wooden, in boxes ... oes on oes 


Musical instruments, pianos 
organs, and harmoniums 
Nails exceeding 1 inch in length én 
Nails under 1 inch in length, and tacks 
Naile (except of copper and muntz metal, 


123°), ad val.) see ove oes 
Oil— 

Benzine and naphtha and other oils for 
use as fuel in oil —— oes eee 

Gasoline 

Kerosene of 100 degrees" or over, closed 
flash test . 

Kerosene under 100 ‘degrees, closed flash 
test - 

Benzine, benzoline, ‘naphtha, optimol and 
other similar oils eee oe 


1d. per yard. 


2d. ” 
3d, is | (15°), ad wal. 
1d. - 





124°), ad val. J 
| 20 %ad val. | 12} °%, ad val. 
20s. per ton of | 30s. per ton of 


2,000 lbs. 2,000 lbs. 

2/. per ton 31. per ton 

6d. each 123 °', ad val. 
Free 1d. per ton 


20 % ad val. 124°), ad val, 


. (6d. per gross boxes — 


. |6d. per gross boxes — 


-- ls. per gross boxes 


52. each. l 

a a 
38. per cwt, — 
123°/, ad val, — 


o/ . 
4°), ad val, 


— 3s. per cwt. 


Free 4d, per gall. 
1s. per gall, 4d. + 
9d. ” 6d. ” 
1s. 3d. 9” 10d. ” 








sal its oe 
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FIJ scott 


Rates of Import Duty. 











Articles. PET Tel 7 & ee 
Old Rates. New Rates. 


ee 





| 
Perfumery (not being perfumed spirits) nee l%adval. |) 








Pickles and sauces — | 

Reputed pints and smaller quantities ... 2s. perdoz. | 

ee sisi ie aon he | > 125% ad val, 

Sewing machines — 

Treadle or treadle and hand oes ped 10s. each 

Hand.. ne ion ie a J 
Salt (in bulk) oe ls, per cwt. 2s. per cwt. 
Soap, toilet, fancy, medicated, scented and 

soap extracts... jo one | 15% ad val. 12§ X% ad val. 

Starch... ove ove ae ocd ion ld. per lb. 2d. per lb. 
Wire— 

Galvanized, fencing oe eee eee 2s. per cwt. 

“s barbed cei ws re 38. Free 





Iron wire, black ... ave oe ate 1/. per ton | 





The following articles having been removed from the Free list 
are now dutiable at the rate of 124 per cent. ad valorem :—Copper 
rods (under 1 inch in diameter), felt sheathing, infants’ food, yellow 
metal for sheathing, old metals, fishing nets, paving stones, 
pitch and tar. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
The ‘‘ Straits Settlements Government Gazette” for 12th July last 
iceatitiatiten contains a copy of an Order in Council, dated 
tt eaten ies 8th July, 1907, prohibiting, under section 3 of 
hibited the “Coin Import and Export Ordinance, 1903,” 
iis the circulation within the Colony of the Straits 
Settlements of the undermentioned coins, with effect from Ist 
August, 1907 :— 
The coin known as the British Trade Dollar. 
a Mexican Dollar. 
- 1 Japanese Dollar or Yen. 
a Philippine Peso. 

All silver coins whatsoever issued by any mint in China. 

All silver subsidiary coins issued by the Government of Hong 
Kong or by any Government other than the Government of the 
Straits Settlements. 

The 1 cent piece, 4 cent piece and ( Hong Kong, 

+ cent piece, and all other copper, bronze } British North Borneo, 
or nickel coins, if any, issued by the ) Sarawak, 
Governments of ... el ea ... \ Brunei. 

All other bronze or copper coins issued by any Government 

other than the Government of the Straits Settlements. 


99 
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GERMANY—-TOGOLAND. 


The ‘* Deutsches Kolonialblatt” for the lst August contains an 
Ordinance of the Governor of Togoland, dated 
the 4th June, and in force from the following 
day, establishing revised duties on imported 
spirits as shown in the subjoined statement :— 








Revision of 
Import Duties 
on Spirits. 





Rate of 


Tariff Classification. Import Duty. 





1, Spirits and alcoholic fluids of all kinds, neither sweetened | Mks. pfg. 
nor mixed with any substance which prevents the deter- | | 
mination of the alcoholic contents by means of the | 
alcoholometer :— | 


Of an alcoholic strength of 50 per cent. Tralles Litre 0 80 
Of an alcoholic strength greater than 50 - cent. | 
Tralles—for each 1 per cent. in excess vee | 0 O16 
Of an alcoholic strength of less than 50 per cent. 
Tralles—for each 1 percent. less __... ~ | 9 0 01°6 
2. Spirits and alcoholic fluids of all kinds, either sweetened Or | 
mixed with any substance which prevents the determina- | 
tion of the alcoholic contents by means of the alcoholometer | mt 1 :30 








NETHERLANDS. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 


eile Odes of a translation of a Dutch Royal Decree, 
uP dated 17th July, 1907, which provides for 
Excise Duty of . 
the exemption from excise duty of salt re- 
Salt for Freezing Saag ae Fe © Kaetl Silane 
Mixtures. quired in the preparation of freezing mixtures 
in factories and workshops. 


The Board have also received, through the same channel, a 
translation of a Dutch Law, dated 15th July, 
1907, and issued on the 28th July, providin 
— f — that the duties on succades, saiidied sien 
eared . candied lemon and orange peel fixed by the 
_ ro as Decree of 2nd July, 1906 (see the ‘“‘ Board of 
0 Ose” Trade Journal” for 26th July, 1906), shall not 
be applicable to those articles which were 
purchased prior to the 1st August, 1906, by the person to whose 
account the import duty has been charged, provided that a petition 
to that effect be presented to the Minister of Finance within one 
month from the date of publication of the Law. 


Customs Treat- 
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SWITZERLAND. 


The following decisions relative to the application of the Customs 


Tariff of Switzerland have recently been issued 











— by the Swiss Customs Department :— 
Decisions. 
Tariff No. Rate 
Articles. under which of 
dutiable. Duty. 
Frs, Cts. 
Bands of paper, festooned, for cupboard shelves, Per 100 kilogs. 
ae 308 16 00 
The same, in combination with tissues dll 16 00 
Papers for cakes, perforated, &c., not printed... 331 30 00 
Millstones, even with balance case (boite 
déquilibre), hoops and grooves (trous de prise), 
without spindle... . - eee one 602 0 50 
Various rates 
Money boxes, jewel, &c., cases, of sheet iron 787-790 according to 
condition. 
| Various rates 
Carriage springs, finished or not 803--807 ) according to 
weight. 
Bone mills, working by hand 893d 7 00 
Bromide of ammonium, of barium, of calcium, of 
potassium, of lithium, of sodium, ke. ; iodide of 
potassium oon eve eae occ eve 1009 2 00 
Oil of bergamot ; oil of citronnelle one 1052 8 00 
Pocket electric lamps, with or without battery ... 1151 25 00 














SPAIN. 
The 


Circulation and 
Exportation of 
Hides and Skins 
without 
Manufacturers’ 
Marks. 


Order providing 


“Gaceta de Madrid” for the 16th July contains a Royal 
that hides and skins raw 
“en pasta”) or simply tanned may circulate 
throughout the country without bearing 
manufacturer’s trade-mark. Other tanned and 
dressed hides will continue to be subject to 
Art, 251 of the Customs Regulations requiring 
them to bear the mark in question. 


the 


‘Tanned and dressed hides destined for foreign countries may be 
transported without mark to the Customs house of exportation 
provided they are packed in bales fastened with seals which each 
manufacturer is to submit in advance to the Customs Administra- 


tion for approval. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The same issue of the “ Gaceta” contains a Law, dated 13th July, 
ire raising the consumption duty on neutral spirits 
Modification of and alcohols, aniseed spirits, with or without 


“ao ae sugar, rum, cognac, gin, and other compound 
a ose g spirits and liqueurs* from 50 to 70 centimos per 
San di enetein litre. The tariff of the manufacturing tax levied 

Alcoholic on alcoholic products produced in the country is 
Liquids. also modified by this Law, the text of which, 


together with the Regulations to give effect 
thereto, published in the ‘ Gaceta,” of the 30th July, may be seen 
by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 602 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal,” for the 27th June 


I pao of last, on the subject of a Bill proposing to raise 
ns sam “ ro on the internal taxes on sugar of all kinds and 
or Bog glucose produced in Spain and the Balearic 


Islands to 35 pesetas and 17 pesetas per 100 
kilogs. net, respectively, it should be noted that the ‘‘ Gaceta” for 
the 7th August contains a Law, dated 3rd August, enacting the 
proposed increase. The rates of drawback on the amount of duty 
paid on the sugar used in the manufacture of exported sugared 
products is consequently advanced to 18 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
net in the case of chocolates, sweets, preserves, fruits in syrup, 
jams, jellies and syrups; and to 6 pesetas per 100 kilogs. net in 
the case of natural fruit extracts and sweet biscuits. 


The “ Boletin Oficial de la Direccion General de Aduanas ” for the 
10th August contains a Royal Order, dated 
20th July, suspending the collection of the sur- 
charge of 2°50. pesetas and 4 pesetas per 100 
kilogs. imposed on imported wheat and wheat 
flour, respectively, by the Law of the 3rd 


Suspension of 
Surcharge on 
Imported Wheat 
and Wheat Flour. 


January last. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following Circular relative to the disinfection of hides imported 
Disinfection of into the United States was issued on 18th July 
Imported Hides. a by the ‘Treasury Department at Washing- 

‘¢ Representations having been made to this Department by the 
“‘ Secretary of Agriculture of the existence in various countries of 
‘diseases of cattle, particularly anthrax, the spores of which are 
‘‘not destroyed by means of the disinfection required under 





* The consumption duty is levied on both native and imported products, 
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‘‘ Department’s regulations of 30th July, 1901 (T. D. 23212), it is 
‘‘ hereby directed that no hides of horses or cattle exported after 
“ Ist August, 1907, from any of the countries of Europe, Asia, 
“ Africa, Australia, and South America, except dry hides which 
‘‘ have been arsenic cured, shall be admitted to entry at any port 
“ of the United States unless a certificate, signed by the American 
* consul at the place frem which exported, be produced on entry 
‘“ showing that such hides were disinfected prior to shipment by 
‘immersion in a 1 to 1000 solution of bichloride of mercury until 
‘thoroughly wet with such solution, and kept immersed for not 
‘“ less than thirty minutes. 

‘Dry hides which have been arsenic cured will be accepted as 
“having been disinfected by the process of curing, and when 
“‘ shown by the invoice or consular certificate to have been arsenic 
‘cured such hides will be admitted without requiring the pro- 
“ duction of certificates of disinfection therefor. 

‘¢ As herein used, the term horses shall be held to include horses, 
‘‘ asses, and mules, and the term cattle shall be held to include all 
“ domestic animals of the bovine species, and in addition thereto 
* bisons and the various kinds of buffaloes. 


“T. D. 238212 of 30th July, 1901, is amended accordingly.” 





COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Duty-free the following translation of a Costa Rican 
Kdistustan of Decree, dated 10th July, 1907, respecting the 
Grain Residues duty-free admission of grain residues and 
' agricultural machinery and implements :— 

and Agricultural . . ; 
Machinery _ Article 1.—The duties from which exemption 
a Imvl AE accorded to bran and other residuals of wheat, 
ang sinpiements- linseed, maize and other grains used as cattle 
foods, by the Law of 20th August, 1903, comprise all fiscal duties 

including “‘ wharfage.” 

Article 2.—The following are also declared free of these duties :— 
Machinery and utensils for the preparation of cheese and butter, 
machinery for the extraction of fibre from plants and its treatment, 
hydraulic rams, windmills, ploughs, rollers, harrows, seed-sowing 
machines, cultivators, reapers, fertiliser-carts, huskers, shovels, 
axes, machetes, and all kinds of agricultural machinery for the 
preparation of the ground, and for sowing and gathering fruit and 
crops, such as carts, the tyres or wheels of which are 10 centimetres 
or more in width. 





CHINA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
copy of the Agreement signed at Peking on 

nee manne eit May by the Japanese Minister and Sir 

Dairen (Dalny) Robert Hart, Inspector-General of Customs, 

any’ —_vespecting the establishment of an office of the 

Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs at Dairen (Dalny). 
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The Agreement is a provisional arrangement to be superseded 
by a revised Agreement in the spring of next year when the 
requirements of the trade have been ascertained after the experi- 
ence of a season’s working. It is provided that the Commissioner 
or Chief of the Maritime Customs Office at Dairen and, as a rule, 
the members of the foreign staff, shall be of Japanese nationality, 
the Inspector-General of Customs to come to an understanding 
with the Japanese Legation at Peking in case of appointing a 
new Commissioner. 

Annex A tothe Agreement provides that the Customs tariff in 
force in the Chinese treaty ports shall be applied at Dairen. On 
merchandise brought by sea to Dairen no import duty is to be 
levied, but duty according to existing treaties is to be levied on all 
goods passing the frontier of the Japanese leased territory into the 
interior of China. 

When Chinese merchandise or products, brought from the 
interior of China into the Japanese leased territory, are shipped 
from Dairen to other places, they will pay the export duty according 
to existing Treaties. Produce raised in, and merchandise manu- 
factured from produce raised in or imported by sea into, the 
Japanese leased territory shall pay no export duty. The duty to 
be paid by articles manufactured in the Japanese leased territory 
from materials brought there from the interior of China shall be 
the same as those paid in the leased territory of Kiaochao, The 
Chinese merchandise or products brought from Chinese treaty 
ports to Dairen shall pay no duty as long as they remain inside 
Japanese leased territory; but if this Chinese merchandise pass 
the Japanese frontier into the interior of China it shall pay 
according to existing Treaties. 

Chinese merchandise shipped from Dairen, and having accord- 
ingly paid export duties, shall be provided with a receipt, on the 
production of which it shall pay, on being landed at a Chinese 
treaty port, a coast trade duty according to existing Treaties. 
For Japanese and other non-Chinese merchandise, on being shipped 
to Dairen from a Chinese treaty port, the import duty paid at the 
latter port shall be refunded by drawback according to Article 26 
of the German-Chinese Treaty of 1861. On being imported to 
Dairen such merchandise shall pay no duty, so long as it does not 
pass the Japanese frontier into the interior of China. On being 
re-exported from Dairen to other places outside China such 
merchandise shall pay no export duty. Chinese merchandise and 
products shipped from a Chinese treaty port to Dairen and re- 
shipped thence to places outside China shall, on re-shipment, pay 
no export duty, on documentary evidence being produced of 
export duty having been paid at the treaty port from which they 
came. 

By Annex B the Customs Office is empowered to issue inland steam 
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navigation certificates in exchange for the deposit of the steamer’s 
national papers on payment of 10 taels on first issue and 2 taels for 
each annual renewal. Certificated steamers may ply either (a) 
freely in the Dairen waters or (b) according to regulations (1) from 
Dairen to a place or places inland and back and (2) from Dairen 
to a place inland, thence to a Treaty port, thence to a place 
inland and thence back to Dairen. 

A copy of the Agreement and Annexes may be seen by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Board are also in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
later information to the effect that the Imperial Chinese Customs 
House at Dairen was opened on July Ist for the transaction of 
business, and that out-stations were opened simultaneously at 
Chinchow and Pulantien. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


A copy of an Order in Council (No. 10 of 1907) has been received, 

Tksug to bea providing that from and after 11th June, 1907, 

Port the town of Ikang, situated on the western 

bank of the Ikpa Iyefe River in the Eastern 

Province of the Protectorate, be appointed to be a port within the 

meaning of section 15 of the “ Niger Coast Customs Ordinance, 
1894.” 

The limits of the new port are defined in the Order in Council, 
and the wharf of the German West African Trading Company, 
situated at [kang immediately adjoining the site of the Customs- 
house to the north thereof, is appointed a legal quay for the loading 
and unloading of goods. 





ITALY: 
The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” (Rome) announces that the 
tise the Egyptian Mail Steamship Co., Ltd. will com- 


mence in November next a service from Naples 
to Alexandria, and vice versé. Boats will leave 
Naples for Alexandria on Saturday, and 
Alexandria for Naples on Wednesday. 


Service between 
Naples and 
Alexandria. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to a report by the Acting British Consul at Trieste 
(Mr. N. Salvari), the Austrian Lloyd Steamship 
Dalmatian Company has announced that the subsidy con- 
me Ganteten tract between the Austrian Government and the 

; Company for the Dalmatian ss. service (see 

“ Board of Trade Journal” of 14th March last, p. 542) will be valid 
for 14 years from the lst January, 1908. The Company will under- 
take the fast passenger and merchandise service between Trieste and 
Cattaro (Metkovich excepted) three times a week (eventually four— 
this to be decided by the Government). The two fast passenger 
steamers (already ordered in Dundee) will be put in service as soon 
as ready, and five new steamers will be built. The Government 
subsidy for the Dalmatian service will be 200,000 kronen (50,0001.) 
per annum. The local Dalmatian service will be performed by 
Dalmatian shipowners. The new service will commence in the 


early part of 1908. 


Subsidy for 





MEXICO. 
H.M. Consul at Mexico Citv (Mr. L. J. Jerome) has forwarded 


New Railway extracts from the ‘“ Mexican Herald” an- 
Freight Rulin nouncing a new ruling of the Mexican Railway 
8 8: Association, making the weight of a carload lot 
15,000 kilograms, instead of 10,000 kilograms as at present. This 
new ruling will go into effect on 14th September. The “ Herald” 
points out that this ruling will have a great effect upon the 
treight traffic of the country, as it will be necessary for shippers to 
send 5,000 kilos. more than at present, at one time, in order to 
get the advantage of carload freight rate on their consignments. 





CHILE. 


Referring to the notice published on p. 178 of the “ Board of 

‘tion of th Trade Journal” of 25th April last respecting 

ec s . © the congested state of the Port of Antofagasta, 

Aubiiies i H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago reports that 

" complaints having been received from various 

quarters, the Chilian Government are now doing their best to 
bring about a more desirable condition of things. 

Owing to its position Antofagasta as a harbour is not capable 
of much improvement, and accordingly efforts are being made 
to meet its deficiencies by developing the adjacent harbour of 
Mejillones, where steps are being taken to construct warehouses 
and wharves as well as to establish a floating dock (see ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 3rd January last, p. 11). 
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There is reason to hope, therefore, adds H.M. Chargé d’Affaires, 
that an improvement will gradually take place and that greater 
facilities will at no distant date be afforded to the trade passing 
along the Antofagasta line through the Northern Provinces of 
Chile to Bolivia. 








BRAZIL. 


H.M. Legation in Brazil report that the Canadian-American 
Syndicate, which is so deeply interested in the 
~~ development of Brazil, has lenen work on the 
aw Madeira-Mamore Railway, which, though quite 
short, will be most important, inasmuch as by turning the difficulty 
of the Madeira Falls it will connect the two rivers, thus opening 
up the heart of Brazil and affording Bolivia a cheap and much 
sought for means of communication with the Atlantic Ocean. 





GUATEMALA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Guatemala (Mr. C. Fleischmann) 
reports that the Guatemala Railway* is now 


Ar, man open to traffic between Puerto Barrios and 
Railwa. Sanarate, about 147 miles, and the gap between 
Projected oe the latter place and the capital is only some 
a red 30 miles, so that it may be expected that the 


line will be completed by the end of 1907. As 
soon as inter-oceanic communication will thus be accomplished it 
is planned to build a line from Pajapita, connecting the Oco’s 
Railway with the Mexican system of railways; another line from 
Caballo Blanco to Pajapita vid Coatepeque, uniting the Occidental 
Railway of Guatemala with the Oco’s Railway; and a third line 
from Zacapa to Santa Ana in Salvador, all three in connexion with 
the Pan-American railway system. 

It is very likely that on the completion of the Guatemala Railway 
most of the import and export trade will be conducted vid Puerto 
Barrios, which will then become the most important port on the 
Caribbean Sea coast, more especially so if the branch line from 
Zacapa into Salvador should be built. 

At present the United Fruit Company, the Atlas Line and the 
Hamburg-American Line have regular services established on the 
Atlantic littoral, but it is to be hoped, adds Mr. Fleischmann, that 
British shipping will also make a bid for the carrying trade, now 
that there will soon be sufficient inducement. 





* See p. 178 of the ‘“‘ Board or Trade Journal” of 25th April last and previous 
notices, 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The official ‘‘ Indian Trade Journal ” publishes a statement showing 

Coal Production the production and consumption of coal in 

cash Ccbistininiitens India for the 24 years 1883-1906, from which 
— the following figures are taken :— 














——- 1905. 1906. 
Quantity of coal prcduced (excluding lignite) Tons 8,417,739 9,783,250 
Value { Rupees; 2,12,91,649 2,86,80,655 
: 5a "aS 6% 7m £ 1,419,443 1,912,043 
Quantity of coal imported* ... ode ... Tons 186,911 262,286 
” * exported* ... jee sien - 837,290 940,284 

Quantity remaining for home consumption— 

Total ... eee ae ib wre os 7,767,360 9,105.252 

Per head of population... oan . 03 03 





* Includes Government transactions. 





TRINIDAD. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
“age copy of a Report by the Government Geologist 
ee hic on the metamorphic rocks of Trinidad. This 
ae report, which contains a chapter on the 

‘ minerals found in the island, is available for 
inspection by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at San Francisco (Mr. W. 
Reeagte of Moore) has forwarded a cutting from the 
Californian “ Daily Commercial News” of that city, relat- 
Refined Oil ing to the exports of Californian refined oil 

, since the first shipment in 1904 to the end of 

June, 1907. The quantity exported during the first six months of 

the current year amounted to over 31 million gallons, valued at 

1,594,434 dols.; the exports during the year 1906 to nearly 

414 million gallons (1,627,313 dols.); during 1905 to nearly 

123 million gallons (389,400 dols.); during 1904 (the first year 

of this trade) to nearly 2 million gallons (128,250 dols.). A pipe- 

line has been laid from the oil fields in Bakersfield to the refinery at 

Point Richmond, on the Bay of San Francisco, where the vessels are 

loaded. Vessels that arrive in ballast receive quick dispatch, 

being loaded and ready for sea, as a rule, within two or three days 


of their arrival in port. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





MEXICO. 

H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome), in his report 
for 1906 Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,888), 
remarks that from the foreign point of view, 
mining must be considered the principal industry 
of Mexico. It is extensively carried on all over the country ; 
there is hardly a State that has not mines of some kind or other, 
and whose prosperity is not largely affected by the conditions of 
the mineral market. The mining laws of the country are being 
studied with a view to their amplification and revision. 

Coal mining and boring for petroleum have entered the field of 
practical commercial development. The known carboniferous 
regions are in the States of Puebla, Oaxaca and Coahuila; coal 
has been found, too, in parts of Sonora, but not under conditions 
that would permit of its being commercially developed. The 
principal coalfields which are now being exploited are those round 
Sabinas in the State of Coahuila. These coalfields are similar to 
those of Texas. ‘The coal mined in this district is extensively 
used in the smelters of Monterey, Saltillo, and Torreon, as well 
as for mining and industrial purposes in Durango, Jimulco, Gomez 
Palacio, Mapimi, Parral, &c., and by the Mexican National and 
International Railways. 

For some years it has been known that petroleum deposits exist 
in Mexico. Petroliferous lands extend from the Hacienda of San 
José de las Ruinas, in Central Tamaulipas, to the district of Vailes 
in San Luis Potosi (where the Ebano oil deposits are being 
worked) through the counties of Uzuluama, Tuxpam and Papantla 
in Vera Cruz. Further to the south another region is found 
which embraces the Vera Cruz counties of Acayucan and 
Minatitlan, and extends southwards through the states of Tabasco, 
Campeche, and Chiapas. Petroleum has also been found in small 
quantities in the Federal district of Mexico, Jalisco and Oaxaca. 
Bituminous asphalt also seems common in parts of the States of 
Vera Cruz and San Luis Potosi. The Ebano oil is being used as 
fuel for locomotives by the Mexican Central Railway. The oil- 
fields in Northern Vera Cruz are not yet being operated 
commercially, but are being actively developed. The oil of the 
field of Southern Vera Cruz, especially that of Minatitlan, is being 
stored, preparatory to the completion of large refining works. 


Coal and 
Petroleum. 





» BRAZIL. 
H.M. Legation in Brazil ‘report that a Bill has been introduced 
into the Federal Parliament to encourage iron 
and steel manufacture in the country by grant- 
ing a 4 per cent. guarantee up to 187,000). 
sterling to the five first factories which will use 
national minerals, to be increased to 6 per cent. if Brazilian coal 
is used. 


Bill to encourage 
Iron and Steel 
Manufacture. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





BRA ZI L—continued. 
H.M. Consul at Bahia (Mr. D. R. O'Sullivan Beare), in a report 

Sbansiitinn af recently published by the Foreign Office 
Monazite Gravel (Annual Series, 3,901), states that the existence 

on the State of of considerable quantities of monazite gravel 
ai Bahi has lately been discovered along the course 
— of the Parahyba River in the interior of the 
State of Bahia (see “Board of Trade Journal” of 19th October, 
1905, p. 129). The discovery was made by some Brazilians, who 
have secured from the State a concession for exploiting their 
discovery. They have erected plant for concentrating the gravel at 
the places where it is found, and it is anticipated that the process 
in question, if successful, will have the effect of revolutionising 
the trade in monazite. 

A sample of the monazite sand found on the foreshore of the 
State has been forwarded by the Consul and may be examined by 
British traders at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul also reports that the State of Bahia is rich in deposits 
aitaineii ae of manganese ore of excellent quality, but that 
in 8 State of  OW1ng to cost and difficulty of transporting the 

Bahia ore only one such deposit is being worked in 
‘ the State at the present time. The deposit in 
uestion is situated in the Nazareth district, some 30 miles to the 

South of the Bay of Bahia. It consists of two mines known 

respectively as Pedras pretas and Sapé. These mines are both 

owned by the local Companhia de Manganese de Bahia. Of 
the two mines, one only—Pedras pretas—has been worked 
hitherto, and that only on a small scale during the last six months 
of the year 1906. During that period the shipment of manganese 
ore was 4,500 tons, all of which went to the United Kingdom. 
The Pedras pretas mine is estimated to contain some 100,000 tons 
of ore and the Sapé mine to contain some 250,000 tons of ore. 
Samples of the ore from both these mines, forwarded by the 
Consul, may be examined at the Commercial Intelligence Branch. 


COLOMBIA. 

H.M. Minister at Bogoté has forwarded a copy and translation of 
Mini a law that has been passed by the Colombian 
Levi 0 National Assembly providing for the reservation 
sn RE to the State of all mines or workings producing 
platinum, iridium, rhodium, osmium, ruthenium and all radio- 
active metals. The law also contains dispositions respecting the 
taxation of emerald mines and the denunciation and taxation of 

copper producing properties. 
The complete text of the law, with translation, may be seen at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 17th August, 1907, 
were as follows :-— 


Wheat bas vill die we dos. 6d, 

Barley oP “ls ses .. 208 9d. 

Oats ih dd nha .. 208 4d. 
For further particulars see p. 384. 


A statement is published on p. 385, showing the quantities of 
the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
week ended the 17th August, with compara- 
tive figures for the corresponding week in 1906. 


Imports of Agri- 
cultural Produce. 





NORTHERN TERRITORIES OF THE GOLD COAST: 


In his annual report on the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast, 
the Chief Commissioner (Lieut.-Colonel A. E. 
Cotton and ° . 
Watherston) states that cotton is being grown 
Rubber. bigs tt . oo. 
in increased quantities for native consumption, 
and experiments at the request of the British Cotton Growing 
Association are being tried at Salaga and Yeji near the Volta 
River with American Black Rattler and Volta River cotton seed. 
Hand looms are being introduced, which it is hoped will give an 
impetus to trade in native-made cloth. 

With regard to rubber, the Chief Commissioner remarks that 
this product has been found growing in the north-west of the 
Protectorate, and that an assistant in the Agricultural Department is 
now making an exhaustive survey of the district in order to classify 


the various species that have been discovered. (Colonial Leporis, 
Annual, 530.) 





BRAZIL, 


The report by H.M. Consul at Bahia (Mr. D. R. O'Sullivan Beare) 
just issued by the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 
Rubber in the 3,901), contains the following particulars of 

; the cocoa, coffee, and rubber industries in that 
State of Bahia, «ii... 

The output of Cocoa from the State of Bahia has nearly doubled 
within a period of six years, the quantity exported having in- 
creased from 13,000 tons during 1900 to over 23,500 tons 
during 1906. The State as a whole is well suited for cocoa 
growing, and the planters there, having discovered that they 
can secure more certain and much larger profits from its culti- 


Cocoa, Coffee, and 
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Agriculture. 
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vation than from the cultivation of either tobacco or coffee, are 
wisely devoting their efforts to increasing their output of cocoa, 
Of the total output during the year 1906, about 40 per cent. 
went to the United States; most of the balance went, in about 
equal proportions, to France and to Germany. Bahia cocoa is 
graded for market purposes into three qualities, viz., ‘‘ superior,” 
“good,” and “fair fermented.” Hitherto all of the Bahia cocoa has 
been dried by exposure to the atmosphere, but lately some planters 
have dried their cocoa by means of artificial heat, produced by 
stoves. Such artificially dried cocoa—which is termed “ estufa” 
cocoa—is of very much better quality than the varieties dried by 
exposure to the atmosphere. 


The bulk of the coffee produced throughout the State of Bahia 
is of comparatively low grade, but in the hilly district of Chapada, 
which is situated in the southern portion of the State, there is 
produced a coffee of exceptionally fine quality, which, although 
but little known in European markets, is deserving of special 
attention on the part of dealers in high- grade coffee. The Chapada 
coffee is small of berry, clean and attractive in colour, and it yields 
a beverage of exceptionally fine aroma and delicate flavour. The 
output of Chapada coffee averages from 20,000 to 30,000 bags 
annually. 


The export of rubber from the State of Bahia has increased more 
than tenfold within the past six years, having risen from 100 tons 
in 1900 to over 1,100 tons in 1906. Of the total quantity of 
rubber exported annually, the greater proportion has hitherto been 
of low grade, consisting mainly of a variety known as ‘“ Manga- 
beira” rubber, which comes from the adjoining States of Minas 
Geraes and Piauhy. But it has lately been discovered that the 
State of Bahia is very rich in a rubber-producing tree, locally 
known as “‘ Jiquié Manicgoba.” The tree in question is a new and 
distinct species of Manihot, which apparently is peculiar to 
the State of Bahia. The discovery is a matter of much im- 
portance not only for the State but also for the rubber trade in 
general, inasmuch as the rubber obtainable from the Jiquié 
Manigoba, when properly prepared, would seem to be fully equal 
in quality to the best product of the Para region. 

H.M. Consul has forwarded samples of the three qualities of 
Bahia cocoa mentioned above, and of “ estufa’’ (stove-dried) cocoa ; 
of Chapada coffee ; and seeds of the Jiquié Manicoba tree, together 
with a sample of Jiquié rabber. The samples may be examined at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
According to a report in the “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette ” 

State of the for August,* based on 6,362 statistical returns, 

Labour Market “22” 2,680 returns from trade unions and 3,682 

n Jul returns from employers (relating to 1,087,758 

a workpeople, employed in coal and iron mining, 
the cotton, woollen, worsted and other textile trades, the building 
trades, the boot and shoe and other clothing trades, and the paper 
and glass trades), besides a large number of returns of a non- 
statistical character received from employers’ associations, trade 
unions, local correspondents and other sources, there was but 
little difference in the state of employment in July compared with 
June. 

As compared with a year ago, most of the principal industries 
showed some improvement. ‘There was, however, some decline in 
the engineering and shipbuilding trades. 

There was a net weekly rise in wages during July of 12,5001. 
per week. 

In the 273 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
631,158, making returns, 23,291 (or 3°7 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of July, 1907, compared with 3°6 per cent. 
at the end of June, 1907, and 3°6 per cent. at the end of July, 
1906. 


* For list of principal contents, see p. 386. 


'The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fishery Statistics landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
J rd 1907, and Irish Coasts during the month and seven 
wy) months ended 3lst July, 1907, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the year 1906 :— 


















































Month of July. Seven Months ended 31st July. 
omnes 1907. 1906. 1907. 1906. 
Quan- Quan- | Quan- Quan- 
tity. Value. tity. | Value. | tity. Value. tity. Value 
i 
Englandand Wales—| cCwts. £ Cwts. £ Cwts. £ | Cote. | &£ 
Fish, excluding shell | | 
fish ...  ... sae 1,136,661) 585,455 888,433) (83,594 || 6,207,303/4,175,153 | 5,541,028) 3,850,811 
Shell fish | — hk ae) — 983,772|, — 192,046, — 182,034 
Total Value...) — 611,901) — | 612,366|/ — |4,367,199; — “$,038,865 
Scotland— | 
Fish, excluding shell | 
fish ...  ... _...|1,988,395] 653,181'1,427,296| 470,882 || 5,409,159/1,916,335 | 4,362,406) 1,605,690 
Shellfish . ..| — 6,520) — 5,255 — 43,615; — 42,604 
Total Value... — | 659,701| — | 476,137|| — sonia — | 1,648,295 
} 
| 
Treland— | | | 
Fish, excluding shell! | 
fish ... ... ...| 75,816] 26,258| 57,058] 20,747|| 367,726) 159,794| 416,646) 165,962 
Shellfish 1... ww = 4,044, — 2,127 — | 9,208; — 7,771 
Total Value...) — 30,302) — | 29,874 ee | 168,997, — | 173,733 
- 























Norts. —All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 
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Miscellaneous. 








UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 15th August, 1907, 
Cotton Statistics. was 29,031 (including 157 bales British West 
Indian and 390 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the thirty-three weeks ended the 
15th August was 3,165,042 (including 5,400 bales British West 
Indian and 6,500 bales British West African). As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 15th August, 7,306 bales, 
and for the thirty-three weeks, 350,642 bales. 
For further details see p. 384. 





BRITISH INDIA, 


The following table, based on figures published in the report for 
1906-7 on the sea-borne trade of the Bombay 


Sea-borne Trade Presidency, excluding Sind, shows the imports 








hi of merchandise and the exports of Indian 
y: produce and manufacture into and from that 
Presidency :— 
_— 1905-6. | 1906-7. 
| Ks. Rs. 
Imports of merchandise ah ond she ...| 36,51,94,000 | 38,06,18,000 
Exports of Indian produce and manufacture 7 45,73,66,000 | 42,76,36,000 








The foreign trade is practically wholly absorbed by the chief 
port—Bombay—the subordinate ports sharing only to the extent 
of Rs. 79,177. 

As regards Bombay, imports of merchandise increased by 154°57 
lakhs, while exports of Indian produce fell off by 297°12 lakhs. The 
increase in imports is shared by machinery (82 lakhs), hardware 
(18 lakhs), coal (16 lakhs), and railway plant and rolling stock 
(49 lakhs on account of State railways). The decline in exports 
of wheat (142 lakhs), cotton twist and yarn (165 lakhs), and 
opium (54 lakhs) accounts for the heavy falling off in exports. 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of 9th August contains a copy of 
Fishing Rights a Presidential decree instituting the same 
at St. Pierre fishing rights in the colony of Saint Pierre 
et Miquelon as are in existence in France and 

and Miquelon. Algeria 
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Miscellaneous. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 348-9 of the “ Board of Trade 
State Journal” of the 14th February last, relating to 
Semen * law for the State encouragement of 
to Induatey Hungarian industry, it may be noted that a 
in Saeieten report on the subject, by H.M. Gsceuitinadeet 
’ Bary. at Budapest (Mr. F. 8. Clarke), has recently 
been published by the Foreign Office (Miscellaneous Series, 663). 
The report comprises a complete translation of the new law referred 
to above, which came into force on the 1st January last, together 
with statistical data as to the development of industry in Hungary 
under previous laws for promoting national industries. It may be 
obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., at 
a cost of 14d. (ex. postage). 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Acting British Consul at Chicago (Mr. T. Erskine) has for- 

Mai warded a cutting from the “Chicago Tribune” 

ail Order f d b 
Dustecns giving an account of an organised campaign by 
retailers in the Western States of America 
on the mail order business. 

There are, says Mr. Erskine, a great number of houses engaged 
in the business, the largest having a turnover of about eleven 
million pounds sterling. All the goods are ordered by letter and 
the money sent with the order. Two houses at least in Chicago do 
a large export business, one of them sending all kinds of goods to 
Africa, India, Australia, New Zealand and the Straits Settlements. 
Their method is to lump the individual orders with carload lots 
when possible and invoice them to an agent for distribution, thus 
getting the very lowest rate by rail. These houses have been 
unable to do business in Canada as the duty of 74d. per lb. on 
catalogues from the United States has prevented their being sent 
into the country. 





MEXICO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Colima (Mr. D. G. C. MacNeill) reports 
that although there is a direct State tax in 


T me Colima on commercial travellers amounting to 
_avenens “aX 10 dols., with additional indirect ones amounting 
in State of Colima. 


to some 4 dols. more, he is informed that the 
tax has not been enforced for some time past. (oreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,888.) 


































SERS peer pent, BEN A CRN IS Pa ST A SPL RAE lr eels i eat i te 








ODN PI AREA te BEN FEE NOAA BS PN ORR te 





382 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.: [ Aug. 22, 1907, 





Miscellaneous. 





CHILE. 


The following is an extract from a summary of the Chilean Presi- 
_ dential Message to Congress received from H.M. 
Tactensed ‘Trade: Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago :— 

Proposed “An all round increase of the commerce of 
Improvement’ of tno country [in 1906], which is, however, 
PUR Seeeaees. greater as regards imports than exports, is 

noticed, while the augmentation of the Customs revenue is stated 
to have reached unexpected proportions. -Nitrate accounts for 
75 per cent. of the total value of exports, and minerals, principally 
in the form of copper bars, for 124 per cent., in spite of the fact 
that.4,185 tons less of copper was exported than in previous years. 
An increase is noted in the export of cattle and of wool, but, on 
the other hand, that of barley has fallen, while wheat and flour have 
had to be imported to the value of 254,000/. and 140,000/. respec- 
tively. In view of this extension of commerce improved facilities 
become necessary, and legislation will be proposed for the improve~ 
ment of the port of Valparaiso as well as for extensions in the 
commercial ports of Talcahuano, Valdivia and Taltal. 





BRAZIL (STATE OF BAHIA). 


H.M. Consul at Bahia(Mr. D.'R. O’Sullivan Beare), in his recent report 

., to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 3,901), 
yr ent states that Fobined whale oil as prepared ts 
for Codeliver Oil Bahia resembles cod-liver oil so closely in the 

* attributes of colour, consistency, odour and taste 
as to be almost indistinguishable therefrom. Whale oil enjoys 
a high reputation locally for its medicinal properties and is pre- 
ferred indeed to cod-liver oil. The point as to whether Bahia 
whale oil is really possessed of medicinal virtues akin to those 
of cod-liver oil assumes importance in view of the fact that refined 
whale oil is considerably lower in price than cod-liver oil. 
There are many sufferers, consumptives especially, who would 
benefit from taking cod-liver oil regularly, but for whom the high 
price of that article is prohibitive. 


H.M. Consul reports that the rosewood of Bahia, locally known as 
‘‘jacarand4,” is a material admirably adapted for 

Rosewood. the manufacture of furniture of all kinds: of 
piano cases and of high class cabinet work, as 

well as for internal woodwork, such as _ stairs, balustrades, 
wainscoting, &c. The export of rosewood from Bahia during 1906 
amounted to over 1,100 tons, nearly all of which went to the United 
States, where the timber in question is better known and more 
highly appreciated than in the United Kingdom, 
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Miscellaneous. 





BRAZIL (STATE OF BAHIA)—continued. 


‘With regard to the substance which figures amongst exports from 
Bahia under the term “ carnauba,” H.M. Consul 
Carnauba Wax. states that this is a species of vegetable wax 
obtained from a palm tree which grows wild 
and in abundance throughout all parts of the State. Carnauba 
wax is an article of high commercial value. It has been used 
during many years past for the manufacture of fine quality 
candles, also during latter years as a basis for boot polish. Quite 
recently, it appears, the discovery has been made that carnauba 
wax is the substance most suitable for the manufacture of records 
for phonographs and gramophones, and the additional demand 
thus created has had the effect of materially increasing the value 
of the wax in question. At the present time the market prices of 
carnauba wax range from 170. to 2251. per ton. 


H.M. Consul also reports that coquilho nuts are exported from 
Bahia in steadily increasing quantity yearly. 
Coquilho Nuts. The nuts average in size something larger than 
a hen’s egg, and consist of a central kernel 
embedded in an extremely hard pulp. The kernel yields an oil 
of very fine quality, which is used locally as a lubricant for 
watches and for other delicate mechanisms. The chief value of 
the nuts, however, would seem to lie in the pulp surrounding the 
kernel. Out of that pulp are manufactured buttons of all kinds, 
also a considerable proportion of the rosaries used throughout the 
world, by both Christians and Mohamedans, Most of the coquilho 
nuts exported from Bahia go to France, where the pulp is utilised 
in the manner stated. 


H.M. Consul has forwarded samples of whale oil (both ‘‘ ordinary ” 
and “ refined”), rosewood, carnauba wax and coquilho nuts: they 
may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 33 Weeks 
ended 15th August, 1907 :— 



































Week ended eh oa Week ended ped n 
el 15th August, |) 541 Aucust 15th August, 16a Aieiet 
1907, ugust,|' 1907, ee 
1907, 1907, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
( Bales.) (Bales. ) 
| | 
No. No. \ No. No, 
American bos deb old 6,955 2,417,311 | 3,256 182,653 
Brazilian ~ van oben 6,397 171,961 || 25 14,785 
East Indian ... eee a 4,445 147,034 2,330 43,063 
Egyptian wee eee oon 5,148 333,583 1,648 102,042 
Miscellaneous eve oes 6,086* 95,1537 | 47 8,099 
Total see _ mee 29,031 3,165,042 7,306 350,642 

















* Including 157 bales British West Indian and 390 bales British West African. 
T 39 5,400 99 9 6,500 9 9 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 17th August, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 





Average Price, 





Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 





Be, <: Be s 4d, i 
Week ended 17th August, 1907 “ oi wen 6 2% 9Y 20 4 


Corresponding week in— 





1900 ... : : ic Ae = 24 10 3 ss 
1901 ... —_ aan ae “- 2 | 6S 23 7 18 l 
1902 ... ie om af oR a a «= 22 10 21 11 
1908 ... a atte ih aii ae ae 2 90 4 18 6 
1904 ... sn aes hat Bei 7 eS 92 5 16 7 
1905 ... ose ont see wails wi ae. = 23 4 16 4 
1906 ... see ese ene eae ol - ae 0 24 2 a. ee 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
aud thirty-nine Imperial] pounds for every bushel of oats. 3 ’ 
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enews of bovtertoenl puerta into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 17th August, 1907, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 





Week ended | Correspond- 





— 17th Aug., | mg Week in 
1907. 1906. 
| 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves oe «| Number. | 11,887 13,467 
Sheep and lambs ecco eee eee eee bb] | 1,587 1,780 
Swine eee eee eee ese eee eee bD - 8 ages 
Horses eee ece eee eee 93 | 415 294 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ... Cwts. | 75,498 104,946 
37,022 130,842 
Mutton 9 9 9 eee 93 34 a 6.505 
Pork . , ” J,0te ’ 
Salted or preserved meat :— | 
Bacon eee eee eee eee wae ee C wts, I 37,24 3 135,093 
Beef ece eee eee eee ee ee 9 2,364 | 3,881 
Hams eee eee eee eee eee ee ” 37,097 | 35,104 
Pork ese eco ee ° ” } 6,250 | 5,468 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... ea ” | .* 8,997 
salted . ” . bas 
: preserved otherwise than by salting ” | 5,311 | 9,604 
(including tinned and canned) | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | : | 
are eee iT Cuts. | 78,8938 | 93,672 
Margarine eee eee eee eee . 9? | my | oo 
Cheese eee eee eee eee e 99 b | oy ? 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums bbe: ihe ” | ae | - 
cream eee eee eee eee ee ” 
" condensed sia vie 4 - | 12,798 14,411 
»» preserved, other ee eg e a » | 42 131 
444 ae eee eee eee eee eer Grt. Hundr. 34 9,31 l 416,681 
Poultry eee eee eee eee eee ee Value £ | 651 2,497 
Game eee eee ee b 2,091 461 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) - Cwts. p’ : - — 
Lard ee eee ece eee 99 ’ Vs 
Corn, grain, meal, ‘and flour :— 
Wheat ... - ra a a Cwts, 2,247,600 2,137,000 
Wheat meal and flour ae mm ps o 264,800 231,600 
Barley ece eee eee eee eee eee 99 207 5700 352,400 
Oats eee eee eee eee eee eee 9 339,000 368,200 
Peas eee ese eee eee eee eee ” 134,630 64,240 
Beans eee eee eee eee eee | 9 _12,190 17,370 
Maize or Indian corn... as. ses eae | ” 1,514,700 822,500 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples eee eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 9,111 } 12,757 
Apricots and peaches... a ese mu je 1,793 | 136 
Bananas am ret edd vie ee.| Bunches. 166,439 | 137,293 
0 Pe ee eee Cwts. 8,596 | — 
rae me eee eee eee eee eee > ~ | 826 
OOBEDEITICS aus ail eve aoe eee —_ 
eS a ae ee ; 11,850 | 22,740 
Lemons eee eee eee eee eee ee +b] 3,185 8,528 
Oranges ... ene se ian ons vee | 2 1,060 1,142 
Pears ece eee eee eee ee eee! 9 45,264 56,450 
a eee eee eee eee eee eee | ? .— 67,309 
Strawberries  e. eee pom one a 1 | ~- 
Unenumerated ... coe oe ese sne| ja 41,013 | 45,901 
Hay... eee eee eee ee eee ee Tons. 1,977 | 3,692 
Straw eee eee eee eee oe see 33 1,466 1,211 
Moss Litter ‘ an on ane ase | ms 1,236 | 1.334 
Hops eee sels ose eas eee o Cwte. 6,644 | * 1,152 
Locust Beans eee eee eee eee eee | =— 60 
Vegetables, raw :— | ‘ 
Onions ... on ase Bushels. 163,141 87,925 
eee i ides Cwts. ri Hen poe pto 
omatoes ren ess 20,104 4 
Unenumerated .,, ese Value £ 2,893 7,249 
Vegetables, dried abe Cwts. 2,239 346 
Preserved by canning... a 2,27 3,359 


—_—_——-— Ce 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1907, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 3d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. for the first, 
and 3s. 4d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses enu- 
merated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the 
second volume details as to customs revenue, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'I'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the August issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in July ; Decline in Birth and Death 
Rates; Old Age Pensions; Report of Select Committee on Post 
Office Servants; ‘echnical Instruction for Soldiers; Changes in 
Wages of Agricultural Labourers; and Conciliation Cases and 
Collective Agreements. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 


jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 


since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,893. Trade of Tangier for 1906. 
Total trade shows a slight Activity of French, German, 


increase over that of previous and Spanish traders. 

year. Notes on chief imports and 
Considerable portion of the exports. 

Tangier cotton trade diverted Continued increase in the 


to Rabat. shipping of Tangier. 
Increase in the trade with 

Great Britain. 
Reports of British Vice-Consuls at 'Tetuan and Laraiche. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,894. Trade of Curacoa for 1905-6. 


Revival of trade after a period Growing demand for straw 
of depression. hats. 
Decrease in British shipping. 


No. 3,895. Trade of Nagasaki for 1906. 


Trade shows a net decrease New vessels constructed in’ 
in value of 480,878. 1906. 

Considerable falling-off in the Fisheries Exhibition to be 
import trade with the United held next October. 
Kingdom. 


No. 3,896. Trade of Japan for 1906. 


Total trade shows an increase General advance in the ex- 
of 4 per cent. over that of 1905. port trade. 

Decline in the import of Decline in net trade with 
grains and seeds ; leather, hides, United Kingdom. 
skins, &c. ; metals ; and tissues, Shipping shows a great in- 
yarns, &c. crease in tonnage. 

Increased importation of Nationalisation of railways. 
glass and sugar. Harbour works to be under- 

taken. 


No. 3,897. Trade of Chiengmai for 1906. 


Imports and exports show a Increased freight rates. 
considerable increase in value. New roads in course of con- 
Rise in export of teak timber. struction. 
Decline in the export of 
cattle. 


Reports of British Vice-Consuls at Lakhon and Chiengrai. 


No. 3,898. Trade of Canton for 1906. 


Net trade shows an increase Increased import of opium. 
of 2,000,000 taels over 1905. Increase in the export of 
Considerable decréase in the silk and palm-leaf fans. 


import of metals and oil. 


No. 3,899. Trade of Fiume for 1906. 


Trade compares unfavour- Decreased export of maize, 
ably with 1905 owing chiefly staves, lumber and sugar. 
to the new Customs tariff. Construction of a cement 
Increase in import of wheat, factory and two oil-seed crush- 


flour and beans. ing mills, 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,900. Foreign Trade of Austria-Hungary for 1906. 


Total trade valued_ at 
190,000,000/., an increase of 
5 per cent. over ]905. 

Falling-off in the import of 
cattle and cereals and increase 
in that of hides and skins. 


No. 3,901. 


Advantage of good crops 
neutralized by high rate of 
exchange. 

Increase in shipping during 
1906, 50 per cent. being 
British. 

Harbour works projected. 

Need for the extension of 
railway systems. 


Increased export of manu- 


factured articles. 


Increased trade with the 


United Kingdom. 


Trade of Bahia for 1904-6. 


Proposed acquisition of rail- 
ways by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Greatly increased output of 
cocoa and rubber. Discovery 
of new rubber tree. 

Hints to British traders. 

Import of coal monopolised 
by United Kingdom. 


No. 3902. Trade of the Province of Lecce for 1906. 


Increased cost of living. 
Exports of olive oil. 


Increase in wine production. 
Goverment assistance to 
Agriculture. 


Report on the trade of Brindisi, and statistics relating to 
Taranto, Gallipoli, Otranto and Tricase. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following reports have been issued by the Colonial Office 
since the last number of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 533. Weihaiwei. 
» 534. Gold Coast. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


No. 8 (1907). 


Commercial. 


Report by Sir Eldon Gorst and 


Mr. Llewellyn Smith on the System of British Commercial Attachés 


and Commercial Agents. 


[Cd. 3,610.) Price 4d. 


Fiftieth Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Inland Revenue. 


[Cd. 8,686.] Price 2s. 


According to this report, which deals with the Inland Revenue 
during the year ended 31st March, 1907, the net receipt of Inland 


Revenue duties in the United Kingdom (including the amounts 
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Government Publications. 











allocated to the Jocal taxation accounts) was 97,145,617/. as com- 
pared with 94,975,541/. during the previous year. Of the net 
receipts in 1906-7 the sum of 38,713,239/. was derived from 
excise duties, 18,958,7631. from estate duties, 7,963,728/. from 


stamp duties, 716,915. from land tax, 1,901,023/. from inhabited 
house duty, and 31,891,949/. from income tax. 


Bankruptcy, 1906. Twenty-fourth General Annual Report by the 
Board of Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 
295. Price 7d. 


This report shows that in England and Wales in 1906 there 
were 4,436 receiving and administration orders issued, the total 
amount of liabilities being estimated at 5,762,199/., and the assets 
at 1,886,621/. The number of deeds of arrangement was 3,641, 
liabilities being estimated at 4,364,082/., and assets at 2,618,6601. 
Compared with the figures of 1905 there has been a decrease of 
526 in the totat number of failures, but an increase of 451,811. 
in the amount of liabilities in bankruptcy and under deeds of 
arrangement. 

The report contains statistics of bankruptcy and deeds of 
arrangement, a report by the Inspector-General in Bankruptcy on 
the Administration of the Bankruptcy and Deeds of Arrangement 
Acts, and a report by the solicitor to the Board of Trade upon 
legal proceedings conducted by him under the Bankruptcy Acts, 
1883 and 1890. 


Imperial Institute. Indian Section. Annual Report for the year 
1906-1907. [Cd. 3,679.] Price 2d. 


This publication contains, inter alia, a report on the Indian Work 
of the Imperial Institute for the year ended 31st March, 1907, by 
Professor Wyndham Dunstan, Director of the Imperial Institute, 
a report on the collections, exhibits, &c., by Mr. C. E. Jones, 
Superintendent of the Indian Section and Secretary to the Indian 
Committee, and a report by Mr. B. J. Rose on the India Trade 
Inquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. Agricultural Statistics, 1906. 
Vol. XLI., Part III. Prices and Supplies of Corn, Live Stock and 
other Agricultural Produce. [Cd. 3,653.] Price 84d. 


The return comprises detailed information of prices of agri- 
cultural products, supplies of live stock at markets, and imports 
and exports of agricultural commodities. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE, 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, and Queensland, also the 
Governments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see next page). 

The ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘“ Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding Canadian 
import and export trade, and to supply information about 
Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Queensland.— For the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating 
to Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland is on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, a3 above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, E.C. Mr. A. E. M. Norton, the Commercial Agent, is in 
charge of this department, and he will supply, free of cost, full 
information regarding the exports from South Australia of all sorts 
of Produce. 

The South Australian Government intend very shortly to send 
to London specimens of every description of South Australian 
Produce, and these will be displayed in one of the offices of the 
Commercial Agent’s Department. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., for the purpose 
of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the superintendence 
of the Trades Commissioner, who, together with the Commercial 
Agent, deals with, and supplies free, information on trade subjects 
connected with the Colony, such as commercial products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, 
prospects for emigration, &c., &c. 


IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The 'mperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1908. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10 am. to 5 p.m., in Summer, and from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.in Winter. Information and publications concerning India 
and the Colonies, their products, industries, prospects for emigra~ 
tion, &c., may be obtained on verbal application at the Central 
stand in the galleries, or applications may be addressed in writing 
to the Director of the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, 8.W. 
From time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 

8. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4. Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘he “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, [leet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 














